
                   City of Eau Claire 

         Waterways and Parks Commission 

         Wednesday, December 7, 2016 

          7:00 p.m. 

           City Council Chambers 

                 Agenda 
 

 

 

 

 

I. Approval of minutes from the November 16, 2016 meeting. 

 

II. Special Events for Recommendation 

a. New Year’s Eve Light Up Eau Claire 

 

III. New Business 

a. Presentation on Miracle Field Development at Jeffers Park (Dave Solberg) 

b. Presentation on repair to the Barstow Street Bridge and bank stabilization 

(Dave Solberg) 

c. Presentation on the sanitary sewer inverted siphon repair project (Dave 

Solberg) 

 

IV. 2016 Special Events list (Information only) 

 

V. Directors Report (Information only) 

 

VI. Adjournment 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Please call the Parks and Recreation Office 

      (839-5032) if you cannot attend this meeting! 

 

 

"Any person who has a qualifying disability as defined by the Americans With Disabilities 
Act that requires the meeting or materials at the meeting to be in accessible location or 
format must contact the ADA Coordinator for the City of Eau Claire, at 839-4921 or at 
203 South Farwell Street by 2:00 PM the Monday prior to the meeting so that any 
necessary arrangements can be made to accommodate each request." 
 

 



CITY OF EAU CLAIRE 
WATERWAYS AND PARKS COMMISSION 

 

November 16, 2016 
 
Members Present: Tom Fiedler, Susan McLeod, Ron Doering, Jason Duba, David Leaman, 

Rick Kayser, Bob Von Haden, Meredith Ball 
  
Members Absent: Diane Paulsrud, David Klinkhammer, Joshua Miller 
 
The meeting was chaired by Tom Fiedler and called to order in the North Conference Room at 
7:00 p.m.   
 
Minutes:   The minutes of the October 26, 2016 meeting were approved as written. 
 
Business Agenda. 
 
A.  Recommendation on placement of Baroque sculpture along the trail east of First Avenue 
and south of Grand Avenue.  Todd Chwala provided an overview of a plan to install the 
Baroque sculpture on City property along the recreational trail and Chippewa River to the east 
of First Avenue and south of Grand Avenue.  The sculpture was donated to the Eau Claire 
community and is approximately 20’ x 20’ in size and 16’ in height.  The West Grand Avenue 
BID, DECI and Chippewa Valley Theatre Guild all support the installation of the sculpture. 
 
Linda John, Executive Director of Visit Eau Claire, spoke in support of placing the sculpture 
along First Avenue.  Linda indicated that the sculpture was created by a nationally known artist 
from Italy.  The sculpture would be installed through donations at no cost to the City and Visit 
Eau Claire will be responsible for any maintenance that would be necessary.  The installation 
would be temporary with its removal determined by the City when its condition becomes 
deteriorated or determined unsafe.  The lifespan of the sculpture is estimated at 3 to 5 years. 
 
The Commission discussed the request and indicated that the installation of this sculpture 
would be an excellent complement to the Phoenix Park bridge lighting project. 
 
ACTION TAKEN:  Bob Von Haden moved to recommend approval of the placement of the 
sculpture along First Avenue as proposed.  Rick Kayser seconded the motion.  All votes were in 
favor.  Motion carried. 
 
B.  Recommendation of Xcel Energy utility easement.  Dave Solberg, Director of Engineering, 
provided an overview of a request from Xcel Energy for a utility easement along the east and 
south sides of Jeffers Road Park.  The easement is for an underground electric line. 
 
ACTION TAKEN:  Rick Kayser moved to recommend approval of granting the easement.  Susan 
McLeod seconded the motion.  All votes were in favor.  Motion carried. 
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C.  Presentation of the Carson Park Causeway Reconstruction Project.  Dave Solberg provided 
an overview of the Carson Park Causeway Reconstruction Project.  The project will include 
construction of a new bridge that will have one foot additional clearance above the lake.  The 
causeway will be widened to accommodate a wider street, bicycle lanes, sidewalks, and 
recreational amenities along the lakefront.  Work will begin July 5th and take approximately five 
months to complete.  The Commission discussed the project and noted their support for the 
extensive amenities planned for the causeway.  Susan McLeod suggested that the installation 
of a historic marker would be appropriate featuring the historic importance of the causeway. 
 
ACTION TAKEN:  Rick Kayser moved to accept the plans for the reconstruction of the causeway 
and noting the Commission’s support for the project.  Ron Doering seconded the motion.  All 
votes were in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
D.   Accepting the goose management plan for the City of Eau Claire.  John Dunn, WIDNR 
retired wildlife biologist, provided an overview of the recently completed goose management 
plan for the City.  The plan provides strategies for the City to address issues caused by the 
increasing urban geese population.  Of particular concern is the public health issue related to 
the goose droppings in public areas including the City’s parks, beaches, and waterways. 
 
The plan provides seven recommendations to manage the goose population within the City.   
 
ACTION TAKEN:  Dave Leaman moved to recommend approval of the goose management plan. 
Rick Kayser seconded the motion.  All votes were in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Other Items. 
1) Special Events Listing and Director’s Report.  The Commission reviewed the special events 

listing and director’s report.  Items briefly discussed included: the recent installation of the 
fishing pier on the east side of Half Moon Lake and the recent deer hunt within the City 
wells field area. 

2) December Meeting.  It was noted that the December 7th meeting was still scheduled.   
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 
 
 
Submitted by, 
Susan McLeod, Secretary 

























































PARKS, RECREATION AND FORESTRY 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 

PROJECT NAME: MIRACLE FIELD 

 
To:  Waterways and Parks Commission 
 
Date:  November 16, 2016 
 
From:  Todd Chwala – Parks & Forestry 
 
Description:  Update on Miracle Field Development at Jeffers Park 
 
Location: Jeffers Road 
 
Project Update:  

 Parking lot asphalt and playing field asphalt has been completed    

 Electric and plumbing have been stubbed in for restroom/storage building    

 Scoreboard electric has also been trenched in    

 Most of the concrete walkway work has also been done this fall with remainder to 
be finished in Spring 2017      

 Final phase of work is scheduled to restart in April/May 2017 as soon as weather 
permits.     

 Tentatively planning a ribbon cutting ceremony for the first week in June.  
 
 



 

  



 

  



 

  



 



PARKS, RECREATION AND FORESTRY 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 

PROJECT NAME: BARSTOW STREET BRIDGE REPAIR/BANK STABILIZATION  

 
To:  Waterways and Parks Commission 
 
Date:  December 7, 2016 
 
From:  David Solberg - Engineering 
 
Description:  Barstow Street Bridge Repair / Bank Stabilization. 
 
Location: Barstow Street Bridge & Eau Claire River @ 9 S Barstow Street 
 
Background: The Barstow Street bridge over the Eau Claire River was constructed on 
a highly constrained urban site with buildings.  At the time of construction two buildings 
were directly adjacent to the south abutment of the bridge.  Recently, the two buildings 
and their foundations have been removed and the abutment of the bridge has become 
exposed.  To prevent the roadway fill material located behind the abutment from 
potentially falling into the Eau Claire River wingwalls need to be constructed on the 
bridge to shore up the fill behind the bridge.  Similar wing walls were previously 
constructed on the north abutment of the bridge when the pedestrian underpass under 
N Barstow Street was constructed.  Included in this project is also the placement of 
riprap along the south bank of the Eau Claire River at the 9 S Barstow Street property to 
armor the bank and prevent future erosion.  The finished bank will look similar to the 
bank directly across the river adjacent to the Railroad Street Parking Lot.      
 
Justification: Public safety and bridge integrity depend on the construction of the wing 
walls. 
 
Proposed Location: Eau Claire River @ 9 S Barstow Street 
 
Facilities Features: Concrete bridge wing walls and rip rap. 
 
Storm Water: No impacts. 
 
City of Eau Claire Park and Open Space Master Plan: N/A 
 
City Comprehensive Plan: N/A 
 
Financial: 2016 Capital Budget.   
 
LAWCON: N/A 



  

Wing Wall Location 



 

Existing Wing Wall 



  

Bank Stabilization Location 



 
Completed Bank Stabilization 



PARKS, RECREATION AND FORESTRY 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 

PROJECT NAME: SIPHON REPAIR 

 
To:  Waterways and Parks Commission 
 
Date:  December 7, 2016 
 
From:  David Solberg - Engineering 
 
Description:  Sanitary Sewer Inverted Siphon Repair Project. 
 
Location: Eau Claire River @ Phoenix Park 
 
Background: During the fall of 2015 a barge was dislodged from its anchored location 
and drifted down the Eau Claire River.  During the movement down the river the barge’s 
“spud piles” dragged on the bed of the Eau Claire River and damaged the inverted 
siphon sewer line to a condition that allowed untreated effluent from the pipe to 
discharge directly into the river.  The design plans are finished and the applicable 
permits are applied for.  Work is expected to begin in December to reconstruct the 
inverted siphon.      
 
Justification: The sewer line was damaged and is in need of reconstruction. 
 
Proposed Location: Eau Claire River @ Phoenix Park 
 
Facilities Features: One new manhole and two new 12-inch diameter Ductile Iron 
sewer lines.   
 
Storm Water: No impacts. 
 
City of Eau Claire Park and Open Space Master Plan: N/A 
 
City Comprehensive Plan: N/A 
 
Financial: 2016 Capital Budget.   
 
LAWCON: N/A 



 
Siphon Repair Location 



Polar Plunge February 27-28 HML Beach 12pm $825.00 $798.00 Fewer bleachers used 1,500

Shamrock Shuffle March 12 UWEC Campus 9am $90.00 $90.00 900 995                 

Boy Scout Easter Egg Hunt March 26 CP Pine 9am $121.00 $121.00 900 348                 

Here We Grow Again April 12-18 Hobbs - Akervik 8am $4,060.00 $4,060.00 1,500

Puddle Jump April 16 Phoenix 9am $358.50 $296.00 Left over signs/chalk used 1,500 1,600              

52nd Street - Eau Claire Jazz Festival April 22 Downtown EC 5pm $146.00 $177.00 No Parking Signs/Barricades 3,000 3,200              

Amazing Eau Claire Cleanup April 23 Boyd Park 11am $ -- $ -- 200 250                 

MS Walk April 30 Phoenix Park 9am $140.00 $200.00 Pavilion rental 540 375                 

Fiji Islander April 30 Owen Park 12pm $185.00 $185.00 200

Marathon April 30-May 1

Sat/Sun CP     Sun-

Phoenix Park 7:30am $ -- $13,916.25 7,000

Post Race Celebration 1-May 5th Ave Parking Lot 8am $ -- $503.21 900 150                 

Water Street Suites 1-May Water Street 9am $90.00 $90.00 300 150                 

First Fridays May 6-Oct 7 Downtown 5pm $60.00 $60.00 3,000

UCP Walk May 6-May 7 Carson Pine/Oak 8am $322.00 $352.00 Utility Locate Fee for tent 100

March for Babies May 7 Owen Park 9:30am $ -- $230.00 350 200

Farmers Market May 7 - Oct 31 Phoenix Various $ -- $ --

Walk for Virtues May 13 Indoor Sports Ctr 10am $90.00 $90.00 500

Doll & Pet Parade May 14 Water Street 1pm $ -- $502.00 Barricades used 3,000-5,000 3,000-4,000

Girls on the Run May 14 Owen Park 10am $221.00 $211.00 Less No Parking Signs used 1,050 1,103              

Color Run May 15 Carson Park 8am $ -- $1,099.40 4,000 2,529              

Memorial Pops Concert May 18 Owen Park 6pm $149.00 $149.00 350

Fido and Friends Fun Run May 21 Carson Park Pine 11am $ -- $180.00 450 350                 

Great Strides May 21 Carson Park Oak 9am $ -- $151.00 350

St. Olaf Fun Fest 5K May 21 St. Olaf/City Roads 9am $90.00 $90.00 50

Alzheimer's Assoc Blondes vs Brunettes May 22 Carson  Park FB 11am $752.00 $666.00 500

Historic Randall Park Carnival May 22 Randall Park 11am $199.00 $206.00 More no parking signs used 500

Artists Market May 28-Sept 17 Phoenix Park 7:30am $ -- 30,000

Memorial Day Parade May 30 Owen Park 9:30am $ -- $857.00 3,000-4,000 5,000+

Tuesday Night Blues May 31-August 30 Owen Park/Phoen 6:30pm $ -- $490.00 6,300-10,500

Sounds like Summer June 2-August 25 Phoenix Park 6pm $580.00 $580.00 22,000 22,000            

Taste of the Valley June 3-5 Phoenix Park 8am $ -- $1,751.38 5,500

Triathlon June 3-5 HML Beach 3pm $ -- $1,435.94 750 800                 

Classic Garage Event June 4 Kessler Shelter 10am $ -- $90.00 400-600

Municipal Band June 8 - July 27 Owen Park 7pm $ -- $300.00 2,800

Relay for Life June 10 Carson Park 5pm $508.00 $386.00 Electric out in park 400 100                 

 Estimated 

Attendance 

Newly added events are highlighted in yellow.

2016 Special Events

Event Name Event Date Location Time
Estimated    

Fees
Final Cost

Notes/Change from 

Estimated

 Actual 

Attendance 
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UWEC Football Tournament 10-Jun Bollinger/Soccer Park 8am $ -- $60.00 500

Thin Mint Sprint June 11 Carson Park 8am $ -- $193.00 400 325                 

CV Pride June 11 Riverview North 8am $156.00 $185.00 Temp food license added 100

Hosta Sale June 12 Phoenix Park 10am $ -- $140.00 200-300

Love Eau Claire Day Camp June 13 - July 21 Cameron Shelter 9am $750.00 $750.00 45

Shrine Circus (shows 2pm/7pm) June 14-15 Carson Park 2pm/7pm $1,361.00 $4,085.97 Parks Maintenance Labor 8,000 5,884              

Eau Claire Express Fireworks June 17 - August 12 CP Baseball 9pm $60.00 $60.00 12,500

MadDash 5k June 18 Carson Park 9am $190.00 $190.00 200 175                 

Vietnam Veterans Night at Carson June 18 Carson Park 1pm $ -- $589.00 1,500 1,500              

Juneteenth 19-Jun Carson Park 1pm $ -- $ -- 300

Dance Your Shoes Off 25-Jun Phoenix Park 3pm $140.00 $140.00 500

Kubb Tournament July 7-10 Soccer Park 9am $592.00 $619.00 Utility Locate Fee added 1,400 1,250              

Water Street Mile July 9 Water St 8am $1,560.00 $1,474.34 Police Services were less 500

Steaming by the Water July 10 Phoenix Park 11am $185.00 $185.00 2,000

Just Us For Justice July 20 Carson 6pm $498.00 $411.31 Police Services were less 1,000

Bikers Against Domestic Violence July 24 Carson 12pm $241.00 $241.00 350

Great River Rumble July 30-31 Owen Park 5pm $440.00 $440.00 175

Tortoise & Hare 5K July 31 Phoenix 4pm $170.00 $194.00 Barricades used 150 200                 

Zumba in the Park August 3 Phoenix 6pm $100.00 $100.00 50 30                   

US Open Chainsaw Sculpture ChampionshipAugust 4-7 Carson 9am $1,653.00 $1,584.00 Food license not required 17,000

Dragon Boat Race August 6 HML Beach 9am $1,137.00 $1,137.00 5,000

Summerfest and Family Night August 6 Dwntwn/Phoenix 11am $543.00 $347.00 Bleachers not used 5,000-10,000

Run Row Ride August 13 Hobbs Ice Center 9am $ -- $ -- 50 42                   

Corn Roast August 17 Carson Pine 1pm $129.00 $119.00 No alcohol sold 100 150                 

Big Rig Truck Parade August 20 CVTC/Water St 8pm $ -- $839.25

Team Hope Walk August 20 Carson Park 9am $151.00 $151.00 200

Grand Evening on the Bridge August 24 Grand Bridge/Phoenix 2pm $100.00 $112.00 Barricades used 200 130                 

Husky Invite August 27 City Wells 10am $60.00 $72.00 Barricades used 300

Festival in the Pines August 27-28 Carson Park 9am $ -- $4,564.36 10,000-15,000 15,000            

Buckshot ("lil") August 30 Carson Park 4pm $ -- $226.00 2,000

Water Street Bridge Ribbon Cutting and CelebrationSeptember 1 Water Street Bridge 4pm $90.00 $90.00 200 500                 

Buckshot Run September 3 Carson Park 7am $ -- $2,774.46 2,000

UWEC Home Football Games 9/3, 10/22, 10/29, 11/12 Carson Park Varies $728.00 1,000

Skate Park Fundraiser September 4 Lakeshore 4pm $90.00 $90.00 100

Labor Council Picnic September 5 Phoenix 11am $100.00 $100.00 300

UW Meets Eau Claire September 9 Owen/Phoenix 5pm $208.00 $201.00 900

Hops for Hockey September 10 Hobbs-O'Brien 2pm $1,310.00 $1,060.00 Sounds system not used 1,000 375                 

Pickleball Palooza Tournament September 10 McDonough 8:30am $60.00 $60.00 150 150-175

Concert at Carson Park September 10 Carson Baseball 5pm $ -- 3,000

One Walk (Walk to Cure Diabetes) September 11 Carson Park 11am $212.00 $212.00 400-500
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Here We Grow Again September 13-19 Hobbs - O'Brien 8am $4,000.00 $4,000.00 1,500

Apple Walk for Life September 17 Owen Park 9am $294.00 $294.00 300 260                 

CV Sustainable Future Festival September 17 Forest St Pavilion 1pm $193.00 $169.00 No Barricades Used 300-500

Out of the Darkness September 17 Carson Park 9am $151.00 $151.00 400 800                 

International Fall Festival September 17 Downtown EC 11am $1,268.00 $3,236.35 5,000-10,000 12,500            

Kids of Steel Triathlon September 18 Owen Park $ -- $151.00 300

Eau Claire Meet & Greet September 18 N. Barstow Parking Lot 1pm $ -- $172.00 300 200-300

Sherman Star River Run September 23 Owen Park 8pm $151.00 $151.00 300 274                 

Heart Walk September 24 Carson Oak/Pine $ -- $212.00 650 400                 

Hike for the Homeless September 24 Phoenix Amp 8am $170.00 $170.00 200

Walk to End Alzheimer's September 24 UWEC Campus 9am $ -- $151.00 800 450                 

North Homecoming Parade September 30 Carson/Streets $511.00 $596.00 Additional Barricades 900 200                 

UWEC Homecoming October 1 Carson Park 10:30am $1,175.00 $1,703.50 Additional Barricades, fencing 1,000

Meadowview Mile October 4 Fairfax Park 2:45pm $126.00 $126.00 300-400 450                 

Memorial Homecoming Parade October 7 Carson/Streets 5pm $511.00 $621.00 Additional barricades 2,000 1,500              

RCU Charity Classic October 8 Phoenix Park 7am $586.00 $1,357.42 Police services 1200 1000-1200

Eau Claire Glow October 8 Hobbs/City Trails 6pm $ -- $ -- 200 25                   

CVTC Foundation Fun Run October 13 CVTC/City Sidewalks 4pm $90.00 $90.00 50 42                   

Carson Park Haunted House CANCELLED Carson Baseball 3pm $ -- $ --

Alpha Xi Delta Step It Up 5K October 15 UWEC/City Trails 9:30am $90.00 $90.00 100

Making Strides October 15 State Theatre 8am $118.00 $118.00 900 450                 

Haunted Hustle October 22 Owen Park 9am $151.00 $151.00 400 291                 

Hope in the Valley Glitz/Glam 5K October 22 Plaza Hotel & Trails 8am $90.00 $290.00 Cones used 250

Walk a Mile October 23 Carson Pine 12pm $180.00 $180.00 250 220                 

Carson 5 & 10 October 29 Carson Park 8:30am $93.50 $653.64 Police Services 300-500 300                 

Festival Foods Turkey Trot November 24 Hobbs 8am $1,293.00 5,000 3,000-3,500

Run Santa Run 5K December 4 Carson Park 9am $ -- 1,250

Clearwater Winter Parade December 17 Hobbs/Owen 4pm $1,500.00 4,000

New Year's Eve Light Up Eau Claire December 31 Downtown, Phoenix 4pm

$34,742. 63,874.78$   
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CITY OF EAU CLAIRE COMMUNITY SERVIVES DEPARTMENT 

 PARKS, RECREATION AND FORESTRY  

December 2016 Monthly Report 

 

Miracle Field: Grading is complete. Base course for the parking/drop off area and paving 

will occur in November. The field itself will be paved this year also, with the rubber 

surface being installed next spring. The League hopes to begin play in June 2017. 

 

Northwood’s/Express Baseball: Summaries: 

Year   Ave Game   Total Season Attendance 

2005  1,600    51,200 

2006  2,205    68,360 

2007   2,133    72,529 

2008  1,667    55,000 

2009  1,996    67,861 (33 regular season plus one playoff) 

2010  2,162    80,002 (34 regular season plus 2 playoffs and 1- All Star game) 

2011  2,135    70,444 (36 games) 

2012   2,069    70,355 (34 dates) 

2013  1,978    71,215 (36 dates) 

2014  1,926    69,344 (36 dates) 

2015  1,717    61,814 (36 dates) 

2016  1,598    60,705 (38 dates) 

 

Department Safety Committee: The employee group continues to meet monthly to review 

and mitigate safety issues in the park system.  

 

Special Events: The Special Events Committee continues to work with all the groups that 

conduct events within city parks and meets at least monthly. The group will also review 

alcohol license applications. 

 

Baseball History/Memorabilia Committee: The committee hosted Gorman Thomas of the 

Milwaukee Brewers on January 21, 2015 at the Florian Gardens. Talks are in place to 

possibly to something in conjunction with WAYY Radio for 2016 and beyond. 

 

Emerald Ash Borer 

The EAB has been discovered in three Wisconsin counties – Ozaukee, Washington and 

now Vernon (near La Crosse) County, as well as St Paul, MN. Our Forestry Division has 

implemented its plan for addressing disease containment, pre-emptive ash tree removal 

and replacement for city boulevard and park ash trees. The new 2010 Urban Forestry 

Management Plan is complete and was accepted by the City Council in November 2010. 

A specific EAB Plan was presented to City Council in January of 2011. Pre-emptive 

removal has been very successful in the Randall Park neighborhood. We are currently 

servicing the Planets Neighborhood on the north side. 

 

Half Moon Lake 

A herbicide treatment was applied on May 2, 2016 with no problems encountered. 

A grant application to the WIDNR was approved for funding herbicide and research from 

2016 through 2019. The herbicide eradicates curlyleaf pondweed, a non-native, invasive 

plant that prohibits native plants from growing in Half Moon Lake. The DNR reports that 



herbicide treatment for curlyleaf pondweed was effective. Only one plant was found last 

week. As we know curlyleaf can explode in short period of time. We cut weeds one day 

in September but harvested less than a pickup truck load. The weed harvester will be sent 

to a shop to be sandblasted and repainted this Fall.  

 

Friends of Eau Claire Parks, Recreation and Forestry: The Community Parks Association, 

Inc. is seeking new board members. Many former Waterways and Parks Commission 

members serve on the CPA at the end of their terms on Waterways. 

 

Facility Use     2012     2013    2014     2015 

Pavilion Rentals    883 Dates   841 Dates  957 Dates   877 Dates 

Neighborhood Shelters  141 Dates   132 Dates  162 Dates   128 Dates 

Baseball Stadium    140 Games   104 Games  130 Games   125 Games 

Football Stadium    920 Hrs    1,021 Hrs  1,041 Hrs   712.75 Hrs 

Hobbs/Gelein Field   1,348.50 Hrs  1,525 Hrs  1,409 Hrs   1,523.5 Hrs 

Soccer Park     6,687 Hrs   7,445 Hrs  7,668 Hrs   8,500.5 Hrs 

 

Pest Management Program: We have discontinued using 2, 4-D products and started 

using more environmentally friendly products. Staff feel herbicides are necessary on high 

use and sloped turf areas and in areas where the public demands weed-free cemeteries. 

Information on the Department Pest Management Program is available on the Parks 

Department web site. 

 

Deer Management: The City developed an Urban Deer Management Plan that was 

accepted by the City Council in August of 2015. Large numbers of deer within the city 

have created unhealthy levels of competition for food among the deer population. The 

plan is on the city website for your review. The Department is moving ahead with a 

managed hunt in the City Well Field. The hunt for youth and handicapped hunters only, 

will be conducted on two weekends, for a total of four dates – October 29, 30 and Nov 

5,6. On the opening weekend (Oct 29/30) a total of 8 deer were shot.  

 

Hobbs Ice:  

Finishing off the Club Viewing Room with flooring, electrical outlets and a finished 

kitchen is now complete. 

            2011  2012    2013   2014 2015 

Hours Rented                4,264  4,699       5,308   5,625  5,464 

Dry Floor Events        6   8   8   8   6  

 

The new O’Brien press box is complete and affords ample room for TV and radio 

broadcasts.  

 

Fairfax Pool 

The pool was open Memorial Day through Labor Day in 2015. 

 

                                                     2012  2013      2014      2015       2016 

Fairfax Pool Season Attendance   67,051  60,345   58,199    63,354   70,247     

 

 



Recreation Programs-Fall/Winter: 

 Adult/Youth 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 

Basketball Open Gym A n/o n/o 402 

Basketball Y 97 n/o n/o 

Flag Football Y 395 383 411 

Hockey A 120 141 121 

Hoop Dreams Y 71 70 86 

Kickball A 83 62 78 

Learn to Swim Y 543 502 481 

Lifeguard Training/WSI Y 24 9 34 

Mini Mites Hockey Y 66 49 37 

Open Swim YA 481 168 135 

Outdoor Skating Rinks YA 13,563 13,252 10,387 

Parents Night Out Y 4 83 31 

Par-te-Rec A 134 112 119 

Pickleball Clinic 

Pickleball League 

A 

A 

n/o 

n/o 

21 

n/o 

47 

164 

Pickleball Open Gym 

Pickleball Tournament                          

A 

A 

n/o 

n/o 

233 

n/o 

824 

54 

Sand Lot Sports Y n/o n/o 40 

Soccer League A n/o n/o 142 

Softball Leagues A 95 107 135 

Tennis Y n/o 11 8 

Tumbling Y 60 36 62 

Volleyball Competitive A 323 392 325 

Volleyball Open Gym A 212 455 638 

Volleyball Rec. A 37 n/o n/o 

Volleyball 4 x 4 A n/o n/o 32 

Water Aerobics A 159 121 56 

Totals 

 

  16,467 

 

16,207 14,849 

Recreation Programs-Summer: 

 Adult/Youth 2013 2014 2015 

Adapted/Individual Swim Y 91 103 96 

Art Y 402 431 425 

Babysitting Instruction Y n/o n/o 10 

Baseball Y 90 n/o n/o 

Camp Summertime Y 34 32 43 

Cooking Y 47 44 44 

Cornhole A n/o n/o 16 

Golf Y 167 138 98 

Hockey Instruction Y n/o n/o 18 

Kickball A 107 129 137 

Kubb Y 18 33 40 

Learn to Swim Y 1,853 2,226 1,793 

Lifeguard Training/WSI Y 31 31 48 

Outdoor Adventure Y 201 208 265 

Par-te-Rec Summer A 56 60 80 

Playground Program Y 756 n/o n/o 



Pickleball Clinics Y n/o 26 23 

Pickleball Clinics A n/o n/o 77 

River City Adventures Y 199 119 164 

Running Club Y 40 48 47 

Run, Row, Ride A 52 55 33 

Sailing (2015  in outdoor adv) Y n/o 14 n/o 

Sand Lot Sports Y 158 67 152 

Soccer Instructional Y 90 104 94 

Soccer League Y 374 381 469 

Soccer Leagues A n/o n/o 128 

Softball Leagues A 990 1,054 867 

T-ball Instructional Y 45 52 43 

T-Ball League Y 75 83 76 

Tumbling Y 150 173 195 

Ultimate Frisbee A n/o n/o 124 

Totals  6,026 5,611 5,605 

 

Jeffers Road Ballpark: City crews spread black dirt and seeded the areas between the ball 

fields by Sept 22.  The play equipment is in and the ball field turf is outstanding. 

 

Jeffers Road Brush Site:  The City has an agreement with Boxx Disposal to operate the 

brush site and also take in yard waste at Jeffers Road beginning in 2016. This public-

private partnership will provide a valuable service to city residents. The site is working 

well so far in 2016. 

 

Pinehurst Park: The OutdoorMore, Inc group signed an agreement with the City to begin 

operation of a winter recreation activities at Pinehurst beginning on May 1, 2016. The hill 

was operated status quo during the winter of 2015-2016, with open sledding such has 

been in the past. Expansion by OutdoorMore, will take place in 2016. 

 

Mobile Food Carts in Parks: DECI is currently working with Parks to try a program of 

allowing mobile food carts in City Parks to evaluate issues and popularity. Experimental 

parks are Owen, Phoenix and the Soccer Park. There were no problems with Food Trucks 

in the limited use in Parks last fall. 

 

National Park Service Waterways Trail Plan: The NPS granted the Water Street BID a 

grant to study water access in Eau Claire, including the Chippewa and Eau Claire Rivers. 

The department will participate even though it is a duplication of the recent City 

Waterways Plan. We applied to the National Park Service to designate the Chippewa 

River as a formal water trail. Signage visible to canoeists, tubers and kayakers, on the 

bridges is being examined. Signage would be the name of the bridge, mile mark on the 

Chippewa River and the lat/long. The WI DNR Deputy Secretary, Scott Thiede, toured 

Phoenix Park on July 11, and is very interested in moving the concept of water trails 

forward in Wisconsin. A temporary sign with a proposed logo is installed at Phoenix. 

 

UWEC / YMCA Menomonie Street Project: The University is interested in moving 

forward with construction of an auxiliary facility near Hobbs Boat Landing to rent 

canoes, tubes and kayaks. They asked if the City would operate the facility during the 



summer months with City Recreation Division employees. We anticipate a site plan 

being brought to Waterways at the August meeting. 

 

Outdoor Skating Rinks 

Below is the final attendance #’s for the 2015-16 season.  Also included are last season’s 

numbers for comparison.  Not bad for such a short season.   

 

Rink 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 

Boyd   3,866 2,812 2,228 

Demmler  374 478 498 

Pinehurst 5,353 2,923 3,627 

Putnam Heights 1,692 1,582 910 

Roosevelt 1,134 1,259 509 

Sam Davey 860 1,333 898 

 

 

Department City Wide Survey: Staff is finalizing a city-wide survey as was done in 2006 

and 2011. We hope to have the survey conducted during the summer with results 

presented in September. 

 

Goose Management Plan: Staff has hired John Dunn, WI DNR Retired, to complete a 

goose management plan to provide guidance in managing geese that negatively impact 

parks and beaches. Recommendations will include shore line adaptations, egg oiling, 

round ups, educating people to not feed geese and sound/scaring management techniques. 

 

Neighborhood Garden Use Agreements: Use agreements for neighborhood gardens are 

up for renewal in Dec 2016. Staff are preparing five year agreements for Fairfax, Forest 

Street, Demmler and Lakeshore Parks. The agreements went to City Council Sept 27 and 

were approved. 

 

Community Services Department: Staff is working on a formal proposal to combine 

Public Works Divisions (Engineering, Transit, Utilities and Streets) with Parks Divisions 

(Recreation and Parks/Forestry/Cemeteries). Increased efficiencies from the sharing of 

supervisors and labor pools throughout the year is the goal. We have been operating 

under this system for the past three years. The ordinance was changed and will take effect 

on / about January 1, 2017 


