
CITY OF EAU CLAIRE 
ADVISORY COMMISSION ON SUSTAINABILITY 

Organizational Meeting 
Minutes 

May2, 2014 

COMMISSION: Advisoty Commission on Sustainability 
DATE: May2,2014 TIME: 10:00 a.m. LOCATION: City Hall Council Chambers 
CHAIR: (TBD) RECORDER: Ned Noel, Associate Planner 
Members Present: Dan Anderson, Rod Bagley, James Boulter, Kate Hmisel, Gina Keenan, Brian Larson, 
Crispin Pierce, Andrew Wetihmann, Dody Wubker 
Also in attendance: Ned Noel, Tom Reiter, Jeremy Gragert 

AGENDA ITEM #1: Call to order 
Mr. Noel called the meeting to order. 

AGENDA ITEM #2: Welcome & introductions 
New members greeted each other and gave shmi backgrounds on their job positions and interest in sustainability. 

AGENDA ITEM #3: Review commission's creation, purpose, and member conflicts of interest 
Mr. Noel highlighted the City ordinance creating the commission and its- functions. He explained if members have 
a question on conflict of interest to speak to him before the meeting so the City Attorney can be consulted. 

AGENDA ITEM #4: Elect positions (chair, vice-chair, secretary) 
Mr. Anderson nominated Mr. Larson for the chair position. Seconded by Ms. Hmisel and the motion carried. Ms. 
Hartsel nominated Mr. Pierce for the vice-chair position. Seconded by Ms. Wubker and the motion carried. Mr. 
Boulter nominated Ms. Hmisel for the Secretary position. Seconded by Mr. Pierce and the motion catTied. 

AGENDA ITEM #5: Background on City of Eau Claire's recent sustainability history 
Mr. Noel provided a briefhistmy of the City's recent sustainability efforts. It included: 

• 2007 Community Presentation on The Natural Step by Terry Gips . 2008 Green Team created & Action Plan developed 
• 2009 Sustainability Chapter adopted 
• 2009 City became an Eco-municipality (The Natural Step) 
• 201 0 Energy Independence Plan created 
• 2010 Bicycle & Pedestrian Master Plan approved . 2011 Carbon Footprint completed (updated in 2013) 
• 2012 Joined DNR's Green Tier Legacy Communities program 
• 2012 Waterways Plan updated (original was 1988) . 2013 Health Chapter created & Sustainable Bag Committee work approved 

Mr. Noel also highlighted the Sustainability Chapter's progress made to date. 

AGENDA ITEM#6: Developing a worl\: program 
Discussion was held over how to effectively determine the commission's work program. Mr. Anderson suggested 
using the ordinance under 2.06.040 D. as a framework. Mr. Boulter suggested that whatever projects are selected to 
make a clear tie back to why the task is environmentally, socially, and fiscally sustainable. Ms. Wubker felt 
education is a key and targeting the youth is effective. Mr. Noel stated the commission is charged by City Council 
to devise an education plan for paper and plastic bag reduction. Ms. Hmisel suggested consideration of a bee-
keeping ordinance and Mr. Larson suggested looking into walkability/bikeable safety. 



AGENDA ITEM#7: Set regular monthly meeting dates 
It was decided to meet on Friday mornings during summer months. No schedule was set, however the next meeting 
will be on May 161

" at 10 a.m. in the City Hall Nmih Conference Room. Future meetings will then be determined. 

AGENDA ITEM#8: Future items 
The commission asked Mr. Noel to provide them with a member contact list, an email with links to all the various 
sustainability plans, and to create a webpage comment box for the public to submit ideas or questions. 

~ 

APPROVAL OF MINU~ 
·~~ 
~ ./'rP' 

/ Kate HartSel, Secretaty 

FUTURE MEETING DATES: TIME: LOCATION: 

• May 16,2014 • 10 a.m. to Noon City Hall, North Conf. Room 

City Mission Statement: 
"To provide for the common good and deliver services essential for a safe, sustainable, and engaged community. " 



CITY OF EAU CLAIRE 
ADVISORY COMMISSION ON SUSTAINABILITY 

Meeting Minutes 
May 16,2014 

COMMITTEE: Advisory Commission on Sustainability 
DATE: May 16,2014 TIME: 10:00 a.m. LOCATION: North Conference Room, City Hall 
CHAIR: Brian Larson RECORDER: Ned Noel, Associate Planner 
Members Present: Dan Anderson, Rod Bagley, James Boulter, Kate Hartsel, Gina Keenan, Brian Larson, 
Crispin Pierce, Andrew W etihmann 
Also in attendance: Andrew Dowd, Jeremy Gragert, Amanda Haffele, Drew Kaiser 

AGENDA ITEM #1: Call to order 
Mr. Larson called the meeting to order. 

AGENDA ITEM #2: Approve Minutes 
Mr. Wetihmann approved the meeting minutes of May 2, 2014. Seconded by Mr. Pierce and the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM#3: Review City project lists 
Mr. Noel shared a short video outlining the four system conditions of The Natural Step, which City Council 
adopted as a framework for achieving sustainability. He noted three existing projects either in the works or on hold: 
the Sustainable Bag Committee's recommendations in devising an educational campaign by December 31st, an 
EPA/NREL solar farm feasibility study at Sky Park Landfill/building community solar interest, and a potential 
construction and demolition waste recovery ordinance. 

Commissioners discussed how to better identify what others are doing- whether businesses, schools, non-profits, 
governments- in an effoti to build more awareness, avoid duplication, and potentially to work on shared projects. 

Discussion took place on projects as compiled by staff from the Sustainability Chapter, Health Chapter, Waterways 
Plan, and the Green Tier Legacy Communities program. 

AGENDA ITEM#4: Draft work program 
Mr. Pierce thought the annual work plan should be developed around April/May to coincide with changes in new 
commission membership. 

The commission listed the following projects of interest in a potential work plan: 

1. Provide sustainable bag reduction/reuse/recycling educational campaign recommendations to City Council. 
2. Consider a construction and demolition waste ordinance to reuse salvaged materials. 
3. Increase awareness/support for community/affordable solar. Continue to leverage funding partnership City has 
with the EPA, NREL, and DNR concerning Sky Park Landfill solar feasibility. 
4. Consider a pollinator/honeybee-keeping city ordinance to protect food supply. 
5. Consider incentives for attracting green-collar jobs to the city (for example, biodiesel job credits). 
6. Encourage water efficiency and conservation programs. 
7. Educate and/or consider strategies to limit/manage local urban sprawl in protecting natural eco-systems. 
8. Consider a tree preservation ordinance. 
9. Educate and/or develop an ordinance allowing for alternatives to grass lawns (reducing pesticide use, mowing, 
irrigation, etc.). 
10. Create an inventory of polluted sites in the city for redevelopment oppmiunities. 
11. Consider ways to increase walkability and bikeability in the city to lower transportation emissions. 



12. Consider options to increase composting in the city (use, collection, and transport). 
13. Promote/require green development techniques or rating systems in building construction/sustainable sites. 
Possibly stmt with City owned projects. 
14. Consider a city-wide anti-idling ordinance to reduce emissions and local air pollution. 
15. Consider an ordinance to assign waste haulers to geographical zones within the city. 
16. Consider developing an action plan for climate change and greenhouse gas reduction. 
17. Consider evaluating developments for sustainable strategies, such as providing cmmnents on the Confluence 
project and new City Transit Center. 

Jeremy Gragett, 451 Lincoln Ave., would like the City to take the lead on green buildings before requiring the 
private sector. He supported projects towards climate change, complete streets, and traffic calming. He said the 
commission should leverage/promote existing city programs like the neighborhood matching grant. 

Drew Kaiser, 1513 Badger Ave., stated that a 500-plus name petition was submitted to the City for the support of a 
pollinator/honeybee-keeping ordinance. It shows there is citizen support for enacting the legislation. 

AGENDA ITEM#S: Set summer meeting schedule 
The commission agreed to the following meeting dates: May 30th, June 19th, July lOth, and July 25th. All meetings 
will be at 10 a.m. in City Hall's north conference room. Future meetings dates will be set later. The commission 
also felt the need to make their meetings more available to the general public. 

AGENDA ITEM#6: Future items 
Ms. Hmtsel asked to place suppmting the Chippewa Valley Sustainable Future Festival with an exhibit and/or 
presentation on the next meeting's agenda. 

Mr. Noel noted there will be a DNR webinar on the Wisconsin W.R.A.P. program for plastic film recycling on May 
20th at 1:30 p.m., and a meeting with DNR, county, and plastic film recycling interested parties on May 27th at 3:00 
p.m. at the county comthouse. Members are encourage to attend both to learn more about state wide effmts and the 
DNR's desire to work more with Eau Claire on its plastic bag/film recycling and reduction efforts. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

£7'L~ 
/ Kate Hartsel,' Secretary v 

FUTURE MEETING DATES: TIME: LOCATION: 

• May 30th • 10 a.m . City Hall, Nmth Conf. Room. 

• June 19th • 10 a.m . 

• July lOth • 10 a.m . 

• July 25th • 10 a.m. 

City Mission Statement: 
"To provide for the common good and deliver services essential for a safe, sustainable, and engaged community. " 



CITY OF EAU CLAIRE 
ADVISORY COMMISSION ON SUSTAINABILITY 

Meeting Minutes 
May 30,2014 

MISSION: "To provide for the common good and deliver services essential for a safe, sustainable, and engaged 
community. " 
DATE: May 30, 2014 TIME: 10:00 a.m. LOCATION: North Conference Room, City Hall 
CHAIR: Crispin Pierce RECORDER: Ned Noel, Associate Planner 
Members Present: Dan Anderson, Rod Bagley, James Boulter, Kate Hartsel, Gina Keenan, Crispin Pierce, 
Andrew Werthmann, Dody Wubker 
Also in attendance: Tom Giffey, Jeremy Gragert, James Hanke 

AGENDA ITEM #1: Call to Order 

AGENDA ITEM #2: Approve Minutes 
Ms. Hartsel approved the meeting minutes of May 16, 2014. Seconded by Mr. Werthmann and the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM#3: Support Chippewa Valley Sustainable Future Festival 
Mr. Werthmann moved to support the event with an exhibit booth on behalf of the city and commission and to 
partner with UWEC on related presentations/exhibits. Seconded by Ms. Hatisel and the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM#4: Wisconsin WRAP (Wrap Recycling Action Project) Discussion 
Mr. Noel shared information about the WRAP meeting in Eau Claire on May 27th. Attendees there were: DNR, 
Eau Claire and Dunn Counties, the City, Mayo Clinic and Scared Heart Hospitals. Networking and learning took 
place about what everyone is doing on recycling plastic film, and how to possibly combine efforts so more of the 
material is recovered. 

AGENDA ITEM#S: Review Draft Work Plan 
All but eight of the nine commissioners ranked and discussed the following projects in developing their work plan: 

1. Provide sustainable bag reduction/reuse/recycling educational campaign recommendations to City Council. 
(Score: 37) 
2. Consider a construction and demolition waste ordinance to reuse salvaged materials. (Score: 26) 
3. Increase awareness/support for community/affordable solar. Continue to leverage funding partnership City has 
with the EPA, NREL, and DNR concerning Sky Park Landfill solar feasibility. (Score: 24.5) 
4. Consider a pollinator/honeybee-keeping city ordinance to protect food supply. (Score: 26) 
5. Consider incentives for attracting green-collar jobs to the city (for example, biodieseljob credits). (Score: 25) 
6. Encourage water efficiency and conservation programs. (Score: 26) 
7. Educate and/or consider strategies to limit/manage local urban sprawl in protecting natural eco-systems. (Score: 
22) 
8. Consider a tree preservation ordinance. (Score: 23) 
9. Educate and/or develop an ordinance allowing for alternatives to grass lawns (reducing pesticide use, mowing, 
irrigation, etc.). (Score: 17) 
10. Create an inventory of polluted sites in the city for redevelopment opportunities. (Score: 23) 
11. Consider ways to increase walkability and bikeability in the city to lower transportation emissions. (Score: 22) 
12. Consider options to increase composting in the city (use, collection, and transpmi). (Score: 29) 
13. Promote/require green development techniques or rating systems in building construction. Possibly start with 
City-owned buildings. (Score: 30) 
14. Consider a city-wide anti-idling ordinance to reduce emissions and local air pollution. (Score: 23) 
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15. Consider an ordinance to assign waste haulers to geographical zones within the city. (Score: 17) 
16. Consider developing an action plan for climate change and greenhouse gas reduction. (Score: 23) 
17. Consider evaluating developments for sustainable strategies, such as providing comments on the Confluence 
project (Score: 19; partial score with only 7 members scoring). 

Mr. Anderson stated projects that offer straightforward wins and that create bigger impact will build commission 
success quicker. Mr. Boulter suggested using a tool he is familiar with where project impact and feasibility can be 
ranked on a chart. Commissioners agreed to use the tool. 

Mr. Werthmann noted projects such as the plastic and paper shopping bag reduction effort, although it will take a 
lot of work, can have an impact on the larger societal issue of disposable consumption. He presented a food coop 
reusable bag that had educational facts on it and stated it could be used as an example for their work. He stated also 
increasing composting as a commission project would help reduce 40% of that material ending up in landfills. 

Ms. Wubker stated the Cooperative Alliance of the Chippewa Valley could possibly help get educational 
information out on reusable shopping bags. She stated Eau Claire Energy Cooperative is investigating a 1MW solar 
array. She said the company did a member survey and felt confident to continue on with grant-funded research and 
development to lower costs as much as possible. The Coop's program would not socialize extra solar costs on all 
their member rate payers. Only those who want to participate would pay a premium. 

Mr. Peirce stated City Council decided to not go ahead with water conversation rates mainly because the city does 
not have a shortage issue and their water wells are deep. He thought the preserving of and increasing of trees in the 
city are important goals, because of the multiple sustainability benefits they provide. 

Ms. Keenan stated creating an inventoty of polluted sites in the city will help with the possibility of obtaining 
grants and will speed up redevelopment opportunities. 

Commissioners debated whether a climate action plan should just start with the City as an organization, because 
they have already tracked their carbon footprint, or to also cover the city as a whole. 

Commission members agreed there was some confusion over projects #7, #11, #17 and to combine them, but to 
separate out the Confluence Project. Mr. Boulter stated it is appropriate for the commission to offer sustainability 
recommendations since City money is being asked for on the Confluence Project. He has found integrating 
sustainable design features upfront is cheaper than afterwards. 

Comments from Public: 

James Hanke, with Xcel Energy, said they have a current program with Focus on Energy for energy and water 
efficiency savings. They are suppotiive of a community survey regarding local solar generation but said higher 
solar costs will not be socialized across all their rate payers. He used their Windsource program as an example 
where customers voluntarily pay a premium for extra renewables they want. Xcel provides approximately 24% of 
their electricity from renewables. He believed the EPA/NREL solar array Feasibility Study on the City's Sky Park 
Landfill has inaccurate numbers on cost estimates. He asked the commission to be specific on what 
recommendations they may offer on the Confluence Project and believed they could add more risk to the project 
moving forward. He also said the Eau Claire Children's Museum has a budget to develop honeybee habitat. 

Jeremy Grageti, 451 Lincoln Ave., stated climate change action planning is important because it covers big issues 
such buildings and transpotiation, thus it offers large scale impact. A plan should cover both municipal and city
wide carbon footprints. He stated concrete goals should be included in the plans like reduction strategies. He 
cautioned on the merging of projects #7, #11, #17, and suggested rather, to view them under the scope of new 
developments and redevelopments. For example, he noted how "complete streets" can make for healthy sustainable 
development in both situations. He also mentioned there will be a solar conference on November 81

h at the 
Chi ewa Valley Technical Colle e. 
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AGENDA ITEM#6: Prioritize Work Plan 
The commission decided to use an impact and feasibility chart provided by Mr. Boulter to judge individual project 
merit, along with scoring their top five projects from the initial list. Rankings will then be summarized, discussed, 
and debated at the June 19th meeting. 

AGENDA ITEM#7: Adopt Work Plan 
Adoption of a plan will occur at a future meeting. 

AGENDA ITEM#8: Future Items 
None. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

-~ .-----/~ ~_;2-£) . ~A;- ·~ 
/ 

/Kate Hartsef, Secretary I 

FUTURE MEETING DATES: TIME: LOCATION: 

• June 19tl' • 10 a.m . City Hall, North Conf. Room 

• July lOth • 10 a.m . 

• July 25th • 10 a.m . 
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CITY OF EAU CLAIRE 
ADVISORY COMMISSION ON SUSTAINABILITY 

Meeting Minutes 
June 19, 2014 

MISSION: "To provide for the common good and deliver services essential for a safe, sustainable, and engaged 
community. " 
DATE: June 19,2014 TIME: 10:00 a.m. LOCATION: North Conference Room, City Hall 
CHAIR: Brian Larson RECORDER: Ned Noel, Associate Planner 
Members Present: Dan Anderson, Kate Hartsel, Gina Keenan, Brain Larson, Crispin Pierce, Andrew 
Werthmann, Dody Wubker 
Also in attendance: Jeremy Gragert 

AGENDA ITEM #1: Call to Order 
Mr. Larson called the meeting to order. 

AGENDA ITEM #2: Approve Minutes 
Ms. Hmisel approved the meeting minutes ofMay 30,2014. Seconded by Mr. Werthmann and the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #3: Appointment to Comprehensive Plan Citizen Advisory Committee 
The Comprehensive Plan is undergoing a 1 0-year update. The commission decided to send out member notice for 
this oppmiunity and make their appointment on July 1 01h. The commitment level will require ten meetings from 
September to June. Meetings will be held in the RCU community room on the 2nd Thursday of every month, from 7 
p.m. to 9 p.m. 

AGENDA ITEM #4: Updates on All America City Awards & Green Tier Legacy Communities Meeting 
Mr. Noel stated the City won the National Civic League's All America City Award in Denver on Sunday, June 151h. 
The theme of this year's conference was healthy communities. The award recognizes achievements in civic 
engagement and helps attract economic development and tourism. 

On June 161h the City hosted a DNR Green Tier Legacy Communities meeting. Dan Anderson spoke on Phillips
Medisize environmental initiatives. Mr. Noel spoke on adding public health community design strategies into their 
sustainability program. A bike tour was held afterwards to visit sustainable development projects within Eau Claire. 

AGENDA ITEM #5: Eau Claire County's Position & Update on Plastic Film recycling/Sustainable Bag plan 
Mr. Noel outlined an email from Lance Gumey, Senior Planner with Eau Claire County, about the County's 
Planning and Development Committee response to the City Council's recommendations to the County Board. 
They decided to not forward the request on to the board because they were unclear as to what the City wants them 
to enact, pminer on, possible fiscal impacts, and representation on the implementation committee. However, the 
County staff is willing to continue to pminer with the City on efforts to reduce, reuse and recycle disposable 
shopping bags and plastic film. 

Ms. Hartsel stated some UWEC students and she attended Dunn County's plastic bag/film recycling kick-off event 
on June lih. Indianhead Enterprises, h1c. will be collecting plastic film so that Trex® can pick up the material for 
remanufacture into things like decking products. A key for the industty is to have clean and dty plastic film to make 
new products. Similarly in Eau Claire, REACH, Inc. will be collecting material starting in October. She said 
UWEC Housing and Sacred Heart Hospital are very interested in the local effort and evaluating baler products. 



AGENDA ITEM #6: Review & Discuss Draft Work Plan Rankings 
Mr. Noel presented the second round of project rankings. Projects were judged by impact and feasibility along with 
the top five projects each commissioner thought they wanted to pursue. After the rankings analysis was performed 
and discussion was held, six projects emerged: 

• Provide sustainable bag reduction/reuse/recycling educational campaign recommendations to City Council. 
• Consider a constmction and demolition waste ordinance to reuse salvaged materials. 
• Increase awareness/suppott for community/affordable solar. Continue to leverage funding partnership City 

has with the EPA, NREL, and DNR conceming Sky Park Landfill solar feasibility. 
• Consider a pollinator/honeybee-keeping city ordinance to protect food supply. 
• Encourage water efficiency and conservation programs. 
• Promote/require green development techniques or rating systems in building construction. Possibly start 

with City-owned buildings. 

For the green development/building topic, there was agreement about including elements of#lO, Create an 
inventmy of polluted sites in the city for redevelopment oppottunities and # 17, Consider evaluating developments 
for sustainable strategies, such as providing comments on the Confluence project. 

Commissioners agreed these six projects will fonn their work plan and that sub-committees should be established. 
Members started volunteering for sub-committees. Eau Claire County will be invited to attend the sustainable bag 
project work so they have better representation. 

Comments from Public: 

Jeremy Gragett, 451 Lincoln Ave., stated several of the projects not selected could be addressed during the update 
of the City's Comprehensive Plan this fall. 

AGENDA ITEM #7: Adopt Work Plan 
Ms. Hartsel motioned to approve the commission's work plan and to undertake projects in sub-committees. 
Seconded by Mr. Pierce and the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #8: Future Items 
The commission will appoint a member to the Comprehensive Plan Citizen Advisory Committee. 

APPROVALO~FMINUTES: 

·~~7 
d~~/7-~ A 

/ff<.ate HartSel, Secretary ..___ 

FUTURE MEETING DATES: 
• July lOth 
• July 25th 

TIME: LOCATION: 
• 10 a.m. City Hall, N otth Conf. Room 
• 10 a.m. 



CITY OF EAU CLAIRE 
ADVISORY COMMISSION ON SUSTAINABILITY 

Meeting Minutes 
July 10, 2014 

MISSION: "To provide for the common good and deliver services essential for a safe, sustainable, and engaged 
community. " 
DATE: July 10,2014 TIME: 10:00 a.m. LOCATION: North Conference Room, City Hall 
CHAIR: Brian Larson RECORDER: Ned Noel, Associate Planner 
Members Present: Dan Anderson, Rod Bagley, Jim Boulter, Kate Hartsel, Gina Keenan, Brian Larson, 
Crispin Pierce, Andrew Werthmann, Dody Wubker 
Also in attendance: James Hanke, other members of the public. 

-· 

AGENDA ITEM #1: Call to Order 
Mr. Larson called the meeting to order. 

AGENDA ITEM #2: Approve June 19th Minutes 
Mr. Werthmann approved the meeting minutes of June 19, 2014. Seconded by Ms. Hartsel and the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #3: Appointment to Comprehensive Plan Citizen Advisory Committee 
Ms. Hartsel nominated Mr. Larson to serve on the committee. Seconded by Mr. Werthmann and the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #4: Urban Wood Utilization Project 
Cynthia Casey-Widstrand, Urban Forestry Coordinator with the DNR and Todd Chwala, City Forester, presented 
on a developing effort to reuse urban wood waste and shared a video on how Michigan has been successful. Much 
of cut urban wood is either mulche<;l or landfilled. They are trying to develop a local industry cluster for higher-
value markets such as furniture, art and dimensional lumber. 

Commissioners encouraged their efforts and suggested that potential revenues could be funneled back into public 
initiatives like the City's tree planting rebate program. Woody biomass fuel was also suggested for city energy use. 

AGENDA ITEM #5: Work Plan Discussion 
Mr. Noel presented the work plan for the July 2014- June 2015 time frame. Noted were previous work, specific 
project time lines, and priorities. The six projects are: 

• Implement the Sustainable Bag Committee's Recommendations (Devise Educational Phase) 

• Undertake a Construction & Demolition Waste ordinance . 

• Draft a Community Solar Garden Public Survey 

• Prepare a Honey Bee Keeping ordinance 

• Consider strategies towards greater Water Conversation & Efficiency . 

• Promote or require more Green Buildings and sustainable sites . 

Comments from Public: 
James Hanke, Xcel Energy stated they would like to work with the commission on developing a community solar 
garden survey to determine customer interest in paying for this renewable energy resource. Xcel is currently 
reviewing different solar offerings (pilot program or standard rate) and will have a better idea by mid-to-late 
October on which option works best. The prefened option will be submitted as part oftheir 2015 rate case and 
project implementation will most likely occur in2016. He asked for the commission to wait until they have the 
results and then release the survey. He recommended statiing from scratch regarding the previous prepared survey. 



The commission decided to share their draft survey with Xcel Energy and Eau Claire Energy Cooperative and then 
release it after receiving their input. 

AGENDA ITEM #6: Sub-Committee Planning 
The six approved projects fell fairly well into two board categories, lending themselves to creating two sub-
committees. Mr. Noel suggested narrowing down sub-committees to less rather than more since all meetings 
require public noticing. The City of Oshkosh has found working in two sub-committees to be effective. 

The commission agreed to form two sub-committees, one containing more technical projects and the other related 
to natural resources projects. As for composition, each one would be made up of 4 to 5 members, and a recorder 
would take notes. 

Mr. Anderson, Ms. Hartsel, Mr. Pierce and Mr. Werthmatm volunteered for the natural resources sub-committee. 
Mr. Bagley, Mr. Boulter, Ms. Keenan, Mr. Larson and Ms. Wubker volunteered for the technical sub-committee. 
Mr. Anderson will also contribute to this sub-committee when able. 

Ms. Hartsel motioned to approve working in two sub-committees. Ms. Keenan seconded and the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #7: Schedule Future Meetings 
The commission decided to meet on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of every month from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Specifically, the 
full body will meet every other month on the 2nd Friday and the sub-committee will meet every month on the 4th 
Friday. Mr. Werthmatm moved to approve the above meeting schedule starting on August 8th. Seconded by Mr. 
Boulter and the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #8: Future Items 
None. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

~#~ . 
/ Kate Hartsel, Secretary 

. 

FUTURE MEETING DATES: TIME: LOCATION: 

• July 25th (Sub-Committees) • 10a.m . City Hall, North Conf. Room 

• August gth (Full Body) • 1 p.m . 

• August 22nd (Sub-Committees) • 1 p.m . 

• September 26th (Sub-Committees) • 1 p.m. 



-- -- -------------------------------------------

CITY OF EAU CLAIRE 
ADVISORY COMMISSION ON SUSTAINABILITY 

Meeting Minutes 
July 25, 2014 

MISSION: "To provide for the common good and deliver services essential for a sqfe, sustainable, and engaged 
community. " 
DATE: July 25,2014 TIME: 10:00 a.m. LOCATION: North Conference Room, City Hall 
CHAm: Brian Larson RECORDER: Ned Noel, Associate Planner 
Members Present: Dan Anderson, Rod Bagley, Jim Boulter, Kate Hartsel, Gina Keenan, Brian Larson, Crispin 
Pierce, Andrew Werthmann, Dody Wubker 
Also in attendance: Dane Haverly of 102 Spmce St. and Jeannine Voelcs of3590 Deerfield Rd, Town of 
Washington and one other unidentified member of the public. 

AGENDA ITEM #1: Call to Order 
Mr. Larson called the meeting to order. 

AGENDA ITEM #2: Approve July 10th Minutes 
Mr. Wetihmann approved the rneeting minutes of July 10, 2014, adding language that Mr. Anderson will serve on 
the technical committee when able. Seconded by Ms. Wubker and the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #3: Brief Project Updates (if any) 

Mr. Noel stated the local Chamber's green business program is looking to hold a "synergies-in-sustainability" 
seminar in late October. The theme will be on waste management and there may be opportunities to highlight what 
the commission is doing on reducing, reusing, recycling plastic film and constmction and demolition waste. 

He gave an update on the City's renewable energy goals. The City is very close to meeting its 25% electric goal and 
is 3% away from its total25% clean energy goal. Thanks to the Waste Water Treatment Plant (WWTP) digester's 
30% upgrade, the City is well positioned to meet the overall goal. The renewable liquid fuel goal is at 2%. This is 
from regenerative-electric-breaking offsetting diesel use in hybrid buses. Members thought it would be good to 
understand more about the sustainable upgrades to the WWTP and how the renewable biogas is used and 
measured. 

Mr. Noel shared about a grant opportunity from the State Energy Office. The City is interested in submitting a 
project that would convert old HPS exterior lighting to LEDs at its Central Maintenance Facility. The commission 
may be interested in supporting the City's application with a letter of support. 

AGENDA ITEM #4: Sub-Committee Project Work (commission breaks into two sub-committees to perfonn 
work on projects) 

Natural Resources Sub-Committee 
(Mr. Anderson, Ms. Hartsel, Mr. Pierce, Mr. Werthmatm) 

1. Sustainable Bag Educational Phase 
Members reviewed current policies and background information. Starting a website and partnership where 
businesses and others can join the effort to reduce bags were ideas. Ms. Hartsel stated UWEC-Housing will be 
recycling plastic film and have bought a bag-baler. Staff will ask the County's Recycling Coordinator to help the 
cmmnittee gain a better understanding of County concerns and possible program implementation. 
2. Honey-Bee Keeping Ordinance 
Background material and a draft ordinance prepared by a citizen interest-group were reviewed. Changed was the 
annual permit amount to $35. There were questions over the percent of abutting propetiy signatures needed for 
approval and that more research should be done to see if this is an effective approach. 



------------

3. Encourage Water efficiency & conservation Programs 
There was discussion over what the City of Eden Prairie has done with a water conservation rate that pays for 
rebates. This is a long tenn idea the commission thought worthy to consider. In the short-tenn, it was decided to 
steer the public to existing programs like what Focus on Energy offers, such as the recent energy and water 
efficiency free $100 retrofit. There was also discussion that notes and reminders on water and energy bills could be 
a great way to connect the public with tips to save water or take advantage of rebates. Rebates could take the form 
of reduce rates on rain barrels. Members made several recommendations for future consideration: 1) Links on the 
website for water conservation measures, 2) Seminars and workshops on rain barrels, 3) Rain garden workshops 
and, 4) Native planting workshops. 

Technical Sub-Committee 
(Mr. Bagley, Mr. Boulter, Ms. Keenan, Mr. Larson, Ms. Wubker) 

1. Affordable Community Solar Survey 
There was discussion over both models Xcel Energy is considering: a subscriber-rate type program and panel 
ownership in a pilot project. Members prefened a local project and were concerned about limiting the public to one 
or the other, yet understood that Xcel Energy will have direction come mid-to-late October on which solar offering 
they prefer. Commissioners reflected on how people would respond based on their willingness to pay at different 
premiums. Price ranges were suggested such as $1-2 dollars extra and $3-5. NREL will update the Sky Park 
Landfill Januaty 2013 feasibility study and the October 2013 1MW community solar analysis using more recent 
photovoltaic-installed costs. There was discussion over offering prizes to survey respondents and that area 
businesses might donate them. Using both paper and electric means to send the electronic survey link out was 
thought best. Members decided to revise the draft survey. 
2. Construction & Demolition Waste Ordinance 
Discussion took place about this waste stream's opportunities and challenges. Background research was provided. 
It appears anecdotally that more local contractors, on larger-type jobs, are recycling. Evidence from WasteCap 
Resources Solutions shows that a 75% recovety rate is doable, unless the structure is condemned. Administration 
and enforcement of provisions were briefly discussed. 
3. Green Buildings 
Members discussed encouraging sustainable buildings on the policy-level and project-level. It was deemed 
important to make recommendations on City projects cunently being evaluated which could inform future policy. 
Members wanted more background information on several key City projects before moving forward. 

AGENDA ITEM #5: Action Items 
Mr. Boulter motioned to approve the chair signing a letter of suppmt for the City's State Energy Office application, 
contingent on electronic review of the letter. Seconded by Ms. Hartsel and the motion carried. 

Ms. Hartsel motioned to cancel the November 28th and December 26th meetings due to holiday conflicts. Meetings 
will be rescheduled if needed. Seconded by Mr. Bagley and the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #6: Future Items 
Mr. Boulter thought the commission should focus on sub-committee work since there are limited business items to 
review on August 8th. The commission agreed. -· 

AGENDA ITEM #7: Adjournment 
The commission adjourned at noon. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

~~ 
Kate Hatisel, Secretary 
FUTURE MEETING DATES: 

• August 8th (Full Body) 
I TIME: I LOCATION: 
I • 1 p.m. I City Hall, North Conf. Room 



CITY OF EAU CLAIRE 
ADVISORY COMMISSION ON SUSTAINABILITY 

Meeting Minutes 
August 8, 2014 

MISSION: "To provide for the common good and deliver services essential for a safe, sustainable, and engaged 
community. " 
DATE: August 8, 2014 TIME: 1:00 p.m. LOCATION: North Conference Room, City Hall 
CHAIR: Brian Larson RECORDER: Ned Noel, Associate Planner 
Members Present: Dan Anderson, Rod Bagley, Jim Boulter, Kate Hartsel, Brian Larson, Crispin Pierce, Andrew 
Werthmann, Dody Wubker 
Also in attendance: Jeff Pippenger, City Utilities Administrator, Rod Bonesteel, City Building Supervisor, 
Amanda Haffele, Eau Claire County Recycling Specialist, Kate Beaton, student at UWEC, and other public. 

AGENDA ITEM #1: Call to Order 
Mr. Larson called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

AGENDA ITEM #2: Approve July 25th Minutes 
Ms. Hartsel approved the meeting minutes of July 25, 2014. Seconded by Mr. Bagley and the motion canied. 

AGENDA ITEM #3: State Energy Office Grant Letter of Support 
Mr. Noel stated staff is cunently writing the application and obtaining cost and-energy saving estimates regarding 
the LED exterior lighting retrofit at Central Maintenance Facility. The ACS's letter of support was reviewed. 

Mr. Boulter motioned to approve the letter of support per the edits discussed. Seconded by Ms. Hartsel and the 
motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #4: Background on City Projects 
Jeff Pippenger, City Utilities Administrator provided infonnation on the City's upgrade to its Waste Water 
Treatment Plant. The project will increase biogas capture an additional30% to 50% to offset utility expense. New 
biogas boilers will have an estimated seven year payback. A $243,000 Focus on Energy credit was obtained as part 
of the plant upgrade. A new activated sludge system will replace old rotating biological contactors to treat sewage 
and produce cleaner river effluent. Final sludge has and will be land applied to cropland not for human 
consumption. He stated .also the Water Treatment Plant will be upgraded with a new media filtration system. 

Several commissioners wondered if customer water conversation was increased how that might lengthen the life of 
the plants, cut operating costs, and reserve capacity. Savings could be used to incentivize conservation. 

Rod Bonesteel, City Building Supervisor, shared infonnation on municipal sustainable building projects. He high
lighted HV AC improvements and energy reductions at the Library and City Hall. He noted the difficulties 
experienced with energy perfonnance contracts. He stated Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 
certification is a laudable goal, but what matters most, at least for energy, is how those building systems are 
operated optimally over time. 

Mr. Noel stated the commission currently does not have the ordinance authority to make sustainability 
recommendations on building projects- whether municipal or private. Policy would fn·st need to be developed and 
approved to enable such action within the City's intemal or current development review process. 

Mr. Boulter stated members could speak at public hearings on projects if interested. Mr. Werthmann will ask the 
City Manager to make a request to City Council that the commission be allowed to review special City projects. 



AGENDA ITEM #5: Project Updates 
Mr. Noel stated the National Renewable Energy Laboratory updated cost numbers of building a 1 MW community 
solar array at Sky Park Landfill. Both subscriber monthly rates and upfront panel cost models were explored. 
Compared to their October 2013 report, there was a dramatic reduction in installed photovoltaic per kilowatt cost 
(GTM Research: $2.97 per kW vs. $1.85 per kW). Thus, the market for solar electric is improving. 

Mr. Noel stated the City was approached by a UWEC professor who would like to have her students work on a 
city-related project. The commission thought the sustainable bag educational plan might be good. 

AGENDA ITEM #6: Sub-Committee Work Pla11 (<;:ommission may break into their two sub-committees to work on projects) 

Natural Resources Sub-Committee 
(Mr. Anderson, Ms. Hatisel, Mr. Pierce, Mr. Werthmann) 

1. Honey-Bee Keeping Ordinance 
The Children's Museum ofEau Claire is installing a honey-bee flyway into their second floor roof as a learning 
exhibit. The committee discussed Mirmeapolis' 80% adjacent propetiy owner consent in order to keep bees. They 
believed if educational handouts were developed they might reduce neighbor concerns. The City of Madison does 
not require a percent but provides education. Mr. Werthmann will invite Drew Kaiser with the Chippewa Valley 
Beekeepers Association to explain how the draft ordinance was created. Mr. Pierce will follow up with the health 
department on administering potential provisions and with the two example municipalities on lessons learned. 
2. Sustainable Bag Educational Phase 
Members discussed the local efforts being made around plastic film recycling. Amanda Haffele with Eau Claire 
County stated the best approach for recycling is drop-offs not curbside. The film material needs to be clean and dry 
for end-markets. REACH, Inc. will be taking plastic fihn once they move into their new facility in October. This 
may help the commission begin tracking the amount of film. Ms. Hartsel stated UWEC will be recycling plastic 
film and student help could be of great value moving forward on devising the educational plan. Members agreed 
they need to outline what needs to be done so a plan can be presented to the City Council. 
3. Encourage Water efficiency & conservation Programs 
No discussion took place for lack of time. 

Technical Sub-Committee 
(Mr. Bagley, Mr. Boulter, Mr. Larson, Ms. Wubker) 

1. Affordable Community Solar Survey 
Edits were made to the introduction section of the survey. Members were encouraged to provide additional survey 
edits on their own time by August 15th. 
2. Construction & Demolition Waste Ordinance 
No discussion took place for lack of time. 
3. Green Buildings 
No discussion took place for lack of time. 

AGENDA ITEM #7: Future Agenda Items and Meeting Dates 
None. 

AGENDA ITEM #8: Adjournment 
The commission adjourned at 3:00p.m. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

~~L7 
.#' ~ . ..- £r c.-" ""' -

/Kate Hartsel, Secretary 
FUTURE MEETING DATES: 

• August 22nd (Sub-committees) 
• September 26th (Sub-Committees) 

TIME: 
• 1 p.m. 
• 1 p.m. 

LOCATION: 
City Hall, North Conf. Room 



CITY OF EAU CLAIRE 
ADVISORY COMMISSION ON SUSTAINABILITY 

Meeting Minutes 
August 22,2014 

MISSION: "To provide for the common good and deliver services essential for a safe, sustainable, and engaged 
community. " 
DATE: August 22, 2014 TIME: 1 :00 p.m. LOCATION: North Conference Room, City Hall 
CHAIR: Brian Larson RECORDER: Ned Noel, Associate Planner 
Members Present: Dan Anderson, Rod Bagley, Jim Boulter, Gina Keenan, Kate Hartsel, Brian Larson, Andrew 
Werthmann 

Also in attendance: David Duax, City Council Member, Amanda Haffele, Eau Claire County Recycling 
Specialist, Drew Kaiser, Chippewa Valley Beekeepers, Karen Mumford, UWEC, and Jeannine V oelcs 
AGENDA ITEM #1: Call to Order 
Mr. Larson called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

AGENDA ITEM #2: Approve August 8th Minutes 
Ms. Hartsel approved the meeting minutes of August 8, 2014. Seconded by Mr. Werthmann and the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #3: Project Updates 
Mr. Werthmann stated the Natural Resources Sub-committee has been reviewing a draft honey-bee ordinance, 
evaluating what means to take for the sustainable bag educational campaign and considering options for water 
conservation. 

Mr. Boulter stated the Technical Sub-committee has been working on community solar survey drafts and exploring 
green building approaches. Not much has been done to date on construction and demolition waste research. 

Mr. Noel stated staff submitted the State Energy Office Grant for a LED exterior lighting retrofit at Central 
Maintenance Facility but have not heard back yet. 

Commissioners Boulter, Keenan, Larson, stated they could help staff the City tent at the Chippewa Valley 
Sustainable Futures Festival on September 13th, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

AGENDA #4: Approve UWEC Student Assistance 
Karen Mumford, a professor at UWEC, stated she would like some of her class students to gain real-world skills 
and experience by assisting the commission. Students would produce deliverables in line with determined scopes of 
work by the commission. The ACS would effectively be their client. Ms. Mumford stated this collaborative 
working relationship could even continue into future semesters. 

Mr. Boulter motioned to approved formalizing the relationship with Ms. Mumford and her class students to assist 
on sustainability projects. Seconded by Ms. Hartsel and the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #5: Sub-Committee Work (commission will break into their two sub-committees to work on projects) 

Natural Resources Sub-Committee 
(Mr. Anderson, Ms. Hartsel, Mr. Werthmmm) 

1. Honey-Bee Keeping Ordinance 
Drew Kaiser of the Chippewa Valley Beekeepers Association presented on the draft ordinance. It combines 
Madison's and Minneapolis' ordinances. The committee discussed edits by Mr. Crispin, who was not able to 



attend, and what department might handle the administration and enforcement provisions. There were questions 
about setting forth provisions to allow honey-bee keeping on non-residential properties, such as in downtown. 
2. Sustainable Bag Educational Phase 
Members discussed all the local efforts being made around plastic film recycling. There was discussion on 
collaborating with Ms. Mumford's class regarding the Sustainable Bag Committee's paper and the plastic bag 
reduction plan. The focus was on working with students to advance two main goals: finding a baseline on up-front 
bag use, and, working with them to publicize the initiative; via handouts, website, etc. 
3. Water Efficiency & Conservation Programs 
No discussion took place for lack of time. 

Technical Sub-Committee 
(Mr. Bagley, Mr. Boulter, Ms. Keenan, Mr. Larson) 

1. Affordable Community Solar Survey 
Reviewed were a short and long survey version based on member edits. They pondered the use of incentives to get 
people to take the survey and the timeline for distribution. Since Xcel Energy will not know their preferred solar 
option until mid-October it was determined to share the versions with them now in an open effort to work together 
and gain feedback earlier in the process. 
2. Green Buildings 
Mr. Noel highlighted green building policy, database and map resources from the Solid & Hazardous Waste 
Education Center (SHWEC), part ofUW-Extension. Mr. Bagley stated the new Energy Center at Chippewa Valley 
Technical College will be aiming for Leadership in Energy and Envirorunental Design (LEED) Gold level. The new 
center should be completed by next year and will serve not only to train future workforce in the energy sector but 
be a demonstration project to the community. Mr. Larson stated the commission needs to raise awareness across the 
region, compile statewide evidence that it makes good business sense to certify buildings, and should by resolution 
commend existing LEED building owners. Ms. Mumford stated some of her students might be able to research the 
benefits of green buildings and highlight them to stakeholders. 
3. Construction & Demolition Waste Ordinance 
Members noted Market & Johnson's recent recovery efforts at the new JAMF building. There was discussion over 
City staffs previous work on the topic and where to go from this research. 

AGENDA ITEM #6: Future Agenda Items & Meeting Dates 
Members noted the following future agenda items. 

• Discuss issuing a proclamation to highlight LEED buildings in the city and communicate it via a press 
release. 

• Consider the Honey-Bee Ordinance and its timeline for review and adoption. 

AGENDA ITEM #7: Adjournment 
The commission adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

FUTURE MEETING DATES: 
• September 26th (Sub-Committees) 
• October lOth (Full Body) 
• October 24th (Sub-Committees) 

TIME: LOCATION: 
• 1 p.m. City Hall, North Conf. Room 
• 1 p.m. 
• 1 p.m. 



CITY OF EAU CLAIRE 
ADVISORY COMMISSION ON SUSTAINABILITY 

' 
' 

Meeting Minutes 
September 26,2014 

MISSION: "To provide for the common good and deliver services essential for a safe, sustainable, and engaged 
community. " 
DATE: September 26,2014 TIME: 1:00 p.m. LOCATION: North Conference Room, City Hall 
CHAIR: Crispin Pierce RECORDER: Ned Noel, Associate Planner 
Members Present: Dan Anderson, Rod Bagley, Jim Boulter, Gina Keenan, Kate Hartsel, Crispin Pierce, 
Andrew Werthmann, Dody Wubker 
Also in attendance: Doug Hoffer, Assistant City Attorney, Karen Mumford at UWEC, students from UWEC, 
members of the public: Jeannine Voeks and Jeremy Gragert. 
AGENDA ITEM #1: Call to Order 
Mr. Pierce called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

AGENDA ITEM #2: Approve August 22th Minutes 
Mr. Bagley approved the meeting minutes of August 22, 2014. Seconded by Mr. Boulter and the motion carried. 

AGENDA#3: Project Updates 
Mr. Noel stated commission members Anderson and Pierce have been working with UWEC students to affix decals 
on curb-heads next to stormwater gutters. The message on the decal is "No Dumping, Drains to Waterways". They 
will be applied on Sky Park Industrial Park's streets and Garfield Avenue on UWEC's campus. 

Mr. Noel stated the Confluence Project's mixed-use building site plan and conditional use permit (for using some 
off-site parking) will go before the City's Plan Commission on October 6111

• Commission members asked to see the 
staff report and decided it best to share any personal suggestions on sustainable development at the public hearing. 

AGENDA #4: Direction to UWEC Student Assistance 
This item was covered during the break out in sub-committee work. 

AGENDA ITEM #5: Sub-Committee Work (commission will break into their two sub-conm1ittees to work on projects) 

Natural Resources Sub-Committee 
(Mr. Anderson, Ms. Hartsel, Mr. Pierce, Mr. Werthmann) 

1. Honey-Bee Keeping Ordinance 
Doug Hoffer, Assistant City Attorney, reviewed a number of questions as it relates to the current ordinance draft. 
Commission members discussed these and other points such as allowing the keeping of honeybees downtown and 
on multi-family properties. Mr. Pierce volunteered to type up the legal and health department questions and to 
invite Drew Kaiser of the Chippewa Valley Beekeepers Association to answer these questions. 
2. Sustainable Bag Educational Phase 
Members gave direction to Dr. Mumford's UWEC students to decide what to focus on. The main components for 
the two students groups are: 1) track bag usage of disposal bags at retail locations, 2) create a reward system for 
participating businesses, and 3) devise an educational campaign by developing materials and a website to help 
customers know what the best sustainable bag options are and where to recycle plastic bags/film. Members will 
work with the students to refine their work plans. 
3. Water Efficiency & Conservation Programs 
No discussion took place. 



Technical Sub-Committee 
(Mr. Anderson, Mr.Bagley, Mr. Boulter, Ms. Keenan, Ms. Wubker) 

1. : Affordable Community Solar Survey 
There was discussion over the City and Xcel Energy releasing two solar surveys near the same time and if doing so 
both might damage responses rates and create confusion. Mr. Noel will check with Xcel if they would be willing to 
share their draft survey before release in order to work better together. 
2. Green Buildings 
Mr. Anderson compared differences between Green Globes and Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED). Members gave Dr. Mumford and UWEC student direction to: 1) research cost benefits, 2) survey building 
owners on why they chose or did not choose to certifY their building, 3) better compare the differences between 
rating systems like Green Globes and LEED, 4) research what other cities are doing by way of policies, guidelines, 
or ordinances, and 5) research why certifYing a green building makes financial and operational sense. 
3. Construction & Demolition Waste Ordinance 
No discussion. 

AGENDA ITEM #6: Future Agenda Items & Meeting Dates 
Drew Kaiser with the Chippewa Valley Beekeepers Association will join the commission at their next meeting to 
answer questions about the honeybee ordinance. 

Mr. Bagley and Cindy Estrada from SDS Architects will share information on green buildings at the next meeting. 

AGENDA ITEM #7: Adjournment 
The commission adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

/ Kate Hartsel, Secretary u 

FUTURE MEETING DATES: 
• October 10th(Full Body) 
• October 24th (Sub-Committees) 

TIME: LOCATION: 
• 1 p.m. City Hall, N mih Conf. Room 
• 1 p.m. 



CITY OF EAU CLAIRE 
ADVISORY COMMISSION ON SUSTAINABILITY 

Meeting Minutes 
October 10, 2014 

MISSION: "To provide for the common good and deliver services essential for a safe, sustainable, and engaged 
community. " 
DATE: October 10,2014 TIME: 1:00 p.m. LOCATION: North Conference Room, City Hall 
CHAm: Brian Larson RECORDER: Ned Noel, Associate Planner 
Members Present: Dan Anderson, Rod Bagley, Jim Boulter, Gina Keenan, Kate Hartsel, Brian Larson, Crispin 
Pierce, Andrew Werthmann, Dody Wubker 
Also in attendance: Cindy Estrada, SDS Architects, James Hanke, Xcel Energy, Drew Kaiser, Chippewa Valley 
Beekeepers Association 
AGENDA ITEM #1: Call to Order 
Mr. Larson called the meeting to order at 1 :00 p.m. 

AGENDA ITEM #2: Approve September 26th Meeting Minutes 
Mr. Werthmann approved the minutes of September 26, 2014. Seconded by Ms. Hartsel and the motion carried. 

AGENDA #3: Project Updates 
Mr. Noel stated the City Manager and Parks/Public Works Director attended the Growing Sustainable Communities 
conference in Dubuque, Iowa during October i" and 8111

• Staff gained greater education on green buildings, 
construction and demolition waste recovery, complete streets, sustainability and social equity planning, and climate 
change impacts to human health. Gil Penalosa, Executive Director of the Canadian nonprofit 8-80 Cities, gave an 
inspiring keynote presentation on how to cities can become more livable and sustainable. 

Cindy Estrada, with SDS Architects, gave a presentation on the benefits of green buildings and explained various 
rating systems. U.S. buildings consume 40% energy and emit 39% carbon dioxide emissions. Greener buildings can 
reduce these impacts along with providing greater health and economic benefits such as reducing sick time and 
producing higher rents. She said the typical upfront average premium for green buildings costs about 2% more; 
however these buildings yield greater returns over time in operations. 

Mr. Bagley provided information on Chippewa Valley Technical College's $10.7 million Energy Education Center. 
Working with SDS Architects they are seeking to obtain a Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED) Gold rating. The future center will utilize an extensive geothennal system and showcase interior 
mechanical equipment so students can learn about these systems as part of classwork. 

James Hanke, Xcel Energy stated the Energy Center of Wisconsin is conducting a state-wide survey relevant to 
various energy issues. There will be a question section on community solar gardens, which Xcel is interested in to 
see if there is customer support to pay for these systems. Mr. Hanke stated he will provide the commission with a 
draft of the survey's applicable community solar garden questions when a copy is available. 

AGENDA ITEM #4: Sub-Committee Work (commission will break into their two sub-conm1ittees to work on projects) 

Natural Resources Sub-Committee 
(Mr. Anderson, Ms. Hartsel, Mr. Pierce, Mr. Werthmann) 

1. Honey-Bee Keeping Ordinance 
The sub-committee discussed the ordinance and clarified remaining questions. Mr. Drew Kaiser, with the Chippewa 
Valley Beekeepers Association answered questions and provided his suggestions. They decided a barrier should be 
fully around the hive to reduce nuisances. Mr. Pierce stated a four-foot barrier should be sufficient. Mr. Kaiser felt 
setbacks and posting requirements were acceptable. They decided if the hive is in the front yard or side yard, a six 



------ ·--------------------------------------------------------------

foot high vegetation screen or wall should be required, and nothing required but the setback and flyway barrier if 
the hive located is in the backyard. They believed current and proposed rules dictate safe beekeeping and it should 
b~ allowed in all zoning districts. Hives should not be considered accessory structures. Eight colonies would be the 
maximum allowed on undeveloped land. If hives are abandoned, current proposed language in the nuisance clause 
is sufficient. They thought agricultural property that contains the maximum eight hives will not produce enough 
income to change the land use value. Bee smokers are not dangerous to start a fire. They thought be-keeping could 
be allowed on multi-family lots if owners took responsibility. A provision for water availability for bees is fine but 
should not conflict with other nuisance regulations. A six-inch elevation separation off the bottom of the hive is 
good practice but not required. A $200 application fee and yearly renewal is prohibitive. They suggested a fee of 
$35 - $40 for an application and yearly renewal fee. 
2. Sustainable Bag Educational Phase 
Mr. Werthmmm and Mr. Noel will be meeting with Dr. Karen Mumford's UWEC students on October l3111 to 
outline plans for their assistance. 
3. Water Efficiency & Conservation Programs 
The commission received press from WEAU and WQOW new stations covering Mr. Pierce's UWEC students 
affixing decals next to stonnwater gutters. A stretch of Garfield A venue on campus and streets within Sky Park 
Industrial Park were completed. Mr. Anderson coordinated the student help within the industrial park. 

Technical Sub-Committee 
(Mr. Bagley, Mr. Boulter, Ms. Keenan, Mr. Larson, Ms. Wubker) 

1. Affordable Community Solar Survey 
There was discussion over the City and Xcel Energy surveys after heming from Mr. Hanke's update on the Energy 
Center of Wisconsin's state-wide survey. There was concern with the larger more broad-based survey approach and 
not focusing solely on community solar gardens. It was agreed that both the upfront panel purchase and rate type 
solar offerings should be asked in a survey, and to wait and see the draft Xcel gives the commission, before 
deciding on next steps. Mr. Noel stated the National Renewable Energy Laboratory updated the Sky Pmk Landfill 
feasibility study. Results showed a 4 MW array could provide annual returns if a solar developer can borrow more 
and a favorable power purchase agreement is obtained with the power utility. 
2. Green Buildings 
Mr. Noel noted La Crosse's City Green Building Policy that requires new municipal structures and renovations to 
strive to meet LEED Silver. For private projects, they require green standards to be met for multi-family and 
commercial by submitting a LEED checklist showing how projects meet required points. Standards apply to all new 
buildings, renovations exceeding fifty percent of the value, and additions. The City of St. Paul's green building 
program applies to any project that seeks $200,000 of public assistance. Private projects are encouraged to use the 
guidelines. Standards were developed as a model policy, partly funded by the MN Pollution Control Agency. 

Mr. Lmson stated it would be a good idea to issue a proclamation on local green buildings obtaining some level of 
certification, whether it is LEED, Green Globes, or Energy Star. The sub-cmmnittee agreed. Mr. Noel will draft a 
copy and will check with the DNR if they are interested in creating a model policy by working with Eau Claire. 
3. Construction & Demolition Waste Ordinance 
Mr. Noel shared about a session at the Growing Sustainable Communities conference in Dubuque, Iowa where he 
learned about a firm who effectively recovers 75% to 95% of construction and demolition waste. The sub
committee felt this level was doable and that standards would make sense as part of a green building policy. 

AGENDA ITEM #5: Future Agenda Items & Meeting Dates 
Discuss holiday meeting conflicts for November and December and reschedule meetings. 

AGENDA ITEM #6: Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 3:00p.m. 



CITY OF EAU CLAIRE 
ADVISORY COMMISSION ON SUSTAINABILITY 

' 
' 

Meeting Minutes 
October 24,2014 

MISSION: "To provide for the common good and deliver services essential for a safe, sustainable, and engaged 
community. " 
DATE: October 24,2014 TIME: 1:00 p.m. LOCATION: North Conference Room, City Hall 
CHAIR: Crispin Pierce RECORDER: Ned Noel, Associate Planner 
Members Present: Rod Bagley, Gina Keenan, Kate Hartsel, Crispin Pierce, Andrew Werthmann, Dody Wubker 
Also in attendance: Kate Beaton, Drew Kaiser with Chippewa Valley Beekeepers Association 
AGENDA ITEM #1: Call to Order 
Mr. Pierce called the meeting to order at 1 :00 p.m. 

AGENDA ITEM #2: Approve September 26th Meeting Minutes 
Ms. Hartsel approved the minutes of October 10,2014. Seconded by Ms. Wubker and the motion carried. 

! 

AGENDA ITEM #3: Cancel/Reschedule November & December Meetings 
The commission decided to cancel the November 28th and December 26th meetings due to holiday conflicts. The 
November meeting was moved to the 21st. They also canceled the December 12th and moved meetings to December 
5th and the 19th. 

AGENDA ITEM #4: Project Updates 
Ms. Hartsel gave an update on UWEC's efforts to recycle plastic bags and film in resident halls. They purchased a 
small baler and package the material in the bottom of Towers Hall. The plan is to increase student awareness in 
recycling this material in the donns and add the effort onto existing campus-wide recycling initiatives. If the 
program is successful, she would like to see greater adoption within other campus facilities. 

AGENDA ITEM #5: Sub-Committee Worl\: (commission will break into their two sub-committees to work on projects) 

Natural Resources Sub-Committee 
(Ms. Hartsel, Mr. Pierce, Mr. Werthmann) 

1. Honey-Bee Keeping Ordinance 
The sub-committee reviewed the latest draft ordinance. Changes were made to adjacent owner consents, inspections 
and :fi·equencies performed by health department, fees for the different type of inspections, the colony hive 
defmition, hive notification signs, and appropriate yard setback provisions. There was debate about how to make 
bee hives safe for the general public if located in community gardens or other public areas. 

The ordinance will be refonnatted by the legal depatiment and is scheduled for review and vote by the commission 
on December 19th. The City Council could then review the ordinance for consideration and a vote at their January 
lih and 13th 2015 meetings. 

2. Sustainable Bag Educational Phase 
UWEC students will be proposing a plan to the commission soon. One student group will focus on conducting a 
baseline assessment by seeking ammal bag purchases from a sample cross-section of businesses. The other group 
will outline an educational and rewards campaign. 

3. Water Efficiency & Conservation Programs 
No discussion. 



Technical Sub-Committee 
(Mr. Bagley, Ms. Keenan, Ms. Wubker) 

' 
' 

1. Affordable Community Solar Survey 
Mr. Noel stated he has not received a draft copy of the Energy Center of Wisconsin's survey Xcel Energy is 
involved with. 

2. Green Buildings 
The sub-committee reviewed the proposed green building proclamation and made changes. They directed to take a 
vote on the item by the full commission at their next meeting on November 21st. 

UWEC students will be proposing a plan to the commission soon to demonstrate the value and cost-benefits of 
different green building rating systems. 

3. Construction & Demolition Waste Ordinance 
No discussion. 

AGENDA ITEM #5: Future Agenda Items & Meeting Dates 
Discuss 2015 meeting schedule. 

AGENDA ITEM #6: Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 3:00p.m. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

~ ~ 
}'fate Hartsel, Secretary 

v 

FUTURE MEETING DATES: TIME: LOCATION: 

• November 21st (Sub-Committees) • 1 p.m. City Hall, North Conf. Room 

• December 5th (Full Body) 

• December 19th (Sub-Committees) 



CITY OF EAU CLAIRE 
ADVISORY COMMISSION ON SUSTAINABILITY 

Meeting Minutes 
November 21, 2014 

MISSION: "To provide for the common good and deliver services essential for a scife, sustainable, and engaged 
community. " 
DATE: November 21,2014 TIME: 1:00 p.m. LOCATION: North Conference Room, City Hall 
CHAIR: Brian Larson RECORDER: Ned Noel, Associate Planner 
Members Present: Rod Bagley, Jim Boulter, Gina Keenan, Brian Larson, Crispin Pierce, Andrew Werthmann, 
DodyWubker 
Also in attendance: Kate Beaton, James Hanke 

AGENDA ITEM #1: Call to Order 
Mr. Larson called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

AGENDA ITEM #2: Approve October 24th Meeting Minutes 
Mr. Pierce approved the minutes of October 24,2014. Seconded by Mr. Bagley and the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #3: Approve Green Building Proclamation 
The commission provided feedback on the draft proclamation highlighting buildings owners in the city that have 
taken cetiifiable action to reduce their environmental impact. They directed staff to eliminate Federal government 
properties due to uncertainty over building ownership and the GSA Green Scorecard ratings. Mr. Larson will accept 
the proclamation from the City Council President on December 91

h. 

Mr. Boulter moved to approve the proclamation with the commission's requested changes. Mr. Pierce seconded and 
the item carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #4: Project Updates 
The commission reviewed the draft Energy Center of Wisconsin (ECW) public survey Xcel Energy provided. 
Community Solar Garden (CSG) questions were evaluated in light of the cmmnission's desire to promote this type 
of customer offering. 

James Hanke with Xcel Energy explained the scope and utility partners in the survey. He stated it will cover CSG 
interest, attitudes, and willingness to pay throughout their service tenitory. The survey will be conducted via online, 
phone, and mail. Results are expected in Januaty and can be broken down by zip code. It is very likely Xcel will 
build a CSG facility in2015 and they are cunently evaluating where and what level (regional, city, neighborhood) 
to locate such an array. Mr. Hanke stated the commission's efforts were a factor in their consideration of CSGs. He 
also stated Xcel is developing a 2015 rate tariff for LED street lights in new developments. 

The commission expressed gratitude in working with Xcel on the survey, but wondered how representative it will 
be of the local city population. They decided to wait and see the results of the ECW survey before deciding on next 
steps or possibly conducting their own local CGS survey. 

Mr. Noel stated the City is applying via Ayres Associates consultant for a $400,000 USEPA Brownfield 
Community Wide Petroleum and Hazardous Materials Assessment Grant. If awarded, assessments will be 
conducted from the West Bank Redevelopment District down along the Chippewa River west banlc to the proposed 
UWEC/YMCA arena and recreational complex. He asked the commission if they would be willing to give a letter 
of support by December 51

h. The commission agreed. 



The commission had a general discussion about better incorporating The Natural Step's four system conditions for 
svstainable outcomes into projects. One idea was to judge development projects by the four criteria like the City of 
Beloit does. Mr. Larson was interested in spealdng with the Plan Commission about this idea. 

AGENDA ITEM #5: Sub-Committee Work (commission will break into their two sub-committees to work on projects) 

The Natural Resources and Technical Sub-Committees did not meet due to limited time and items to discuss. 

AGENDA ITEM #5: Future Agenda Items & Meeting Dates 
Mr. Werthmann moved to cancel the December 5th meeting for lack of business items. Ms. Keenan seconded and 
the motion carried. 

Mr. Noel will send out a Doodle Poll to canvas when members can meet in 2015. 

AGENDA ITEM #6: Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 3:00p.m. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

~ ff.ifarti'i. Secretary 0 
FUTURE MEETING DATES: TIME: LOCATION: 

• December 19th • 1 p.m. City Hall, North Conf. Room 



CITY OF EAU CLAIRE 
ADVISORY COMMISSION ON SUSTAINABILITY 

Meeting Minutes 
December 19,2014 

MISSION: "To provide for the common good and deliver services essential for a safe, sustainable, and engaged 
community. " 
DATE: December 19,2014 TIME: 1:00 p.m. LOCATION: City Council Chambers, City Hall 
CHAIR: Crispin Pierce RECORDER: Ned Noel, Associate Planner 
Members Present: Dan Anderson, Rod Bagley, Jim Boulter, Kate Hartsel, Gina Keenan, Crispin Pierce, Andrew 
Werthmann, Dody Wubker 
Also in attendance: Prof. Karen Mumford and her UWEC students, Andrew Dowd of Leader-Telegram, Nick 
Verhaalen of Chamber of Commerce, Drew Kaiser of Chippewa Valley Beekeepers, and members of the public 

AGENDA ITEM #1: Call to Order 
Mr. Pierce called the meeting to order at 1 :00 p.m. He moved agenda items to accommodate students needing to 
leave early for final exams. 

AGENDA ITEM #2: Approve November 21st Minutes 
Ms. Keenan motioned to approve the November 21,2014 meeting minutes. Seconded by Ms. Wubker and the 
motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #3: UWEC Student Green Building Presentation & Discussion 
Dr. Mumford's UWEC students presented their fmdings comparing LEED, Green Globes, Energy Star rating 
systems, example projects, the case why green buildings make financial sense, and why it makes sense to go 
through the certification process. They recommended to: 1) continue to promote awareness of green buildings, 2) 
create a website for Eau Claire as a centralized database and for ease of access, and 3) consider an enforceable 
construction code such as the futemational Green Construction. The commission praised the students on their work 
and had some questions on their findings. Two students will continue to work on the project next semester. 

AGENDA ITEM #4: UWEC Student Disposable Plastic & Paper Shopping Bag Education Campaign 
Presentation & Discussion 
Dr. Mumford's UWEC students presented their work on various logos, a slogan, an educational brochure and other 
marketing means for on-going implementation of the educational campaign. They shared a usage case study of 
plastic and reusable bags observed at a Kwik Trip store. They noted environmental impacts of paper and plastic 
bags and what other cities are doing to reduce their use. Students stated, with the commission's direction, that they 
will continue to work on the logo and brochure, update a draft website, finalize the design of the reusable bag, and 
identify a strategy for funding production and distribution of reusable bags. The commission praised the students on 
their work, had some questions, and directed them to use the leaf logo design for educational materials. 

Mr. Noel stated the educational phase needs to be finalized in January 2015 for the City Council to consider it. If 
the commission finds it needs to more time to finalize the plan, it should ask council for an extension. 

AGENDA ITEM #5: UWEC Student Disposable Plastic & Paper Shopping Bag Data Assessment 
Presentation & Discussion 
Dr. Mumford's UWEC students presented their research on conducting a baseline for plastic and paper shopping 
bags. Sample businesses by Standard fudustrial Classification were contacted but returned little data so as to create 
a useful baseline. Of the responses they got back, most were concemed about sharing private data. Opportunities 
however were found in tracking and recycling plastic film. They noted nine Eau Claire companies collect bags and 
bale the film. Recommended next steps for the assessment was to: 1) continue follow-up and collect retail/business 



point-of-sale bag data, 2) convene a focus group of retailers to: 
• ask how they would help with assessment 
• what data or efforts would be helpful for them 
• 'interest in/permission to conduct on-site observational study 
• efforts to train employees, and 
3) develop an incentive strategy for participation ("Green Prints Award"). The commission praised the students on 
their work and had questions. They had ideas on other businesses to reach out to as well. 

AGENDA ITEM #6: Review Draft Urban Honeybee-Keeping Ordinance 
Mr. Hoffer with the Legal Department presented the draft ordinance. The commission discussed the draft and 
offered comments pertaining to: insect-breading and agricultural use definitions, easement conflicts, fee amounts on 
licenses and inspections, cubit footage totals, and legal questions on home owners insurance. Staff will provide in 
January a final version for recommendation. The commission hoped the ordinance could be approved by City 
Council in February 2015, so people interested in starting a hive could order bees in time. 

AGENDA ITEM #7: Brief Project Updates 
a. Green Building Proclamation 
Mr. Noel state the commission's proclamation was read and accepted at the December 91

h City Council meeting. 

b. Urban Tree & Reclaimed Wood Coalition Information Session 
Mr. Pierce attended a December 4th informational session on the opportunities and goals of this emerging effort. 
Discussed was how to dev,elop local industry around urban wood waste. About 25 people fltlended the meeting. 

c. EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant 
Mr. Noel stated the City will know if its application for the assessment of polluted land along the west bank of the 
Chippewa River will be awarded by early summer. Sites covered include the West Bank Redevelopment and future 
UWEC/YMCA arena complex on Menominee Street. 

d. U.S. Department of Energy/State Sunshot Solar Award 
Mr. Noel shared that the Midwest Renewable Energy Association will provide technical assistance to the City for 
work on making solar more affordable and for an ordinance that promotes standards for alternative energy systems. 

AGENDA ITEM #8: Future Agenda Items & Meeting Dates 
After discussion, Mr. Werthmann motioned to change the commission's 2015 meeting schedule to every other 
month on the 2nd and 4th Mondays, starting with the first odd month of2015~ On even months the commission will 
meet only on 2nd Mondays. All meetings will start at 3 :30 p.m. Seconded by Mr. Boulter and the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #9: Adjournment 
Mr. Pierce adjourned the commission's meeting at 3:15p.m. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

~~ 
/ Kate Hartsel, Secretary 

FUTURE MEETING DATES: TIME: LOCATION: 
• January 12, 2015 • 3:30p.m. TBD 
• January 26, 2015 
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