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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact:
Matt Steinbach
(715) 839-5092
matt.steinbach@co.eau-claire.wi.us 

Creating a Safe Environment for your Children to Grow, Learn, and Play

[bookmark: _GoBack]EAU CLAIRE, WI – February 1, 2019 – The Health Department offers many services (like drinking water, lead and radon testing) that detect hazards we may not see, smell, or taste that could put your children’s health at risk. Potential risks from the environment may be in the water, air, soil, yards, or the chemicals we use to clean our homes. 

It is well-known that children are more likely to be affected by environmental issues than healthy adults.  Therefore, it’s vital to keep the spaces safe where children spend a lot of their time (like school, home or childcare).  
· Compared to adults, children eat more food, drink more water, and breathe more air for their body size. They are also more likely to put their hands in their mouth and play on the ground, which can also increase their risk of being exposed to chemicals from their environment.
· Excessive exposure to these chemicals can cause illness and can contribute to delayed growth and development. 

[image: ]ECCCHD recently received a grant from the WI Department of Health Services and is coordinating with child care providers in Eau Claire County to increase awareness about common environmental hazards. 


Call the Health Department at 715-839-4718 to ask about the tests that are available to detect potential health risks from drinking water, radon, or lead. For more information, visit the Wisconsin Dept. of Health website: http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/environmental/child-health.htm Do your part! Make sure your children are safe at home.
· Test your home for radon.
· Install carbon monoxide detectors.
· Test your home for paint or other surfaces that may 
contain lead.
· If using a private well, test your water yearly for bacteria and nitrate, and at least once for lead and arsenic.
· Prepare and store food in a safe manner.
· Safely store and dispose of household cleaners, paint, and detergent. 
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Keeping people in all Eau Claire City/County communites safe and healthy
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