City of Eau Claire
Waterways and Parks Commission
Wednesday, March 27, 2019
7:00 p.m.
Conference Room – Central Maintenance Facility
Agenda
I.

Approval of minutes from the February 27, 2019 meeting.

II.

New Business
a. Welcome new commission member – Jeanne Mueller
b. Recommendation on rezoning and site plan for the construction
of visitor center for UWEC located on the south side of the 100
block of Roosevelt Avenue. (Pat Ivory)
c. Recommendation to name the “Special Area” along Forest
Street to “Veterans Tribute Park.” (Todd Chwala)

III.

2019 Special Events list (Information only)

IV.

Directors Report (Information only)

V.

Group Photo of Commission members

VI.

Adjournment

Please call the Community Services Office
(715-839-4649) if you cannot attend this meeting!
"Any person who has a qualifying disability as defined by the Americans With Disabilities
Act that requires the meeting or materials at the meeting to be in accessible location or
format must contact the ADA Coordinator for the City of Eau Claire, at 839-4921 or at
203 South Farwell Street by 2:00 PM the Monday prior to the meeting so that any
necessary arrangements can be made to accommodate each request."

CITY OF EAU CLAIRE
WATERWAYS AND PARKS COMMISSION
(Meeting Minutes)

February 27, 2019
Members Present:

Joshua Miller, Tom Fiedler, Susan McLeod, Kate Beaton, John Bodkin,
Ron Doering, Jenni Sterling, Terry Weld

Members Absent:

Kirk Dahl, Meredith Ball (The Commission has one vacancy with Megan
Kremer’s resignation)

Staff Present:

Jeff Pippenger, Pat Ivory

The meeting was chaired by Joshua Miller at the City’s Central Maintenance Facility Conference
Room and called to order at 7:00 p.m.
Minutes:

The minutes of the January 23, 2019 meeting were approved as written.

Business Agenda.
A. Presentation on Eagle Scout Project. Jeff Pippenger provided an overview of a request from
Kevin Byrne to undertake an Eagle Scout project that would involve the installation of seven
monofilament recovery stations at the various boat landings within the City.
Kevin Byrne was present at the meeting to discuss the project. Kevin discussed the issues
related to improper disposal of monofilament fishing line to wildlife and the environment. He
also provided information about the design of the recovery stations.
The Commission thanked Kevin for his work on the project and suggested that the City use its
social media resources to promote the project.
B. Recommendation on a Proposal for Rezone a City Parcel at 111 Niagara and Classify the
Parcel as a Special Park Area. Jeff Pippenger informed the Commission that a neighborhood
group was proposing to make some limited improvements to the City-owned parcel located at
111 Niagara Street including some landscaping and areas for yard games such as kub. The City
would like to officially recognize the area as a park and open space, whereas it currently does
not have a parks classification. In addition, since the parcel is now owned by the City, it should
be rezoned to Public.
The Commission discussed the request and suggested that some minimal signage be included
to inform the public that the area is a public site.
ACTION TAKEN: Tom Fiedler moved to recommend that the parcel be rezoned to Public and
classified as a special park area in the City’s Parks Plans. Susan McLeod seconded the motion.
All votes were in favor. Motion carried.
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Other Items.
-The Commission reviewed the special events listing and Director’s Report.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

Submitted by,
Susan McLeod, Secretary

PARKS, RECREATION AND FORESTRY
STAFF REPORT
PROJECT NAME:
Naming Forest Street Special Area to “Veteran’s Tribute Park”
To:

Waterways and Parks Commission

Date:

March 18, 2019

From:

Jeff Pippenger, Community Services Director

Description: A Park and Facility Naming Policy was established in 2006 on the
process of naming parks and facilities in the City of Eau Claire. This was to make sure
each request was given the same level of consideration when requested.
Location:

Forest Street Special Area

Background: The Veteran’s Foundation has formally requested, in writing to the
Director of Community Services, to name the Forest Street Special Area to the
“Veteran’s Tribute Park”.
In 2017, the Veteran’s Foundation entered into a
Memorandum of Understanding with the City of Eau Claire to fund raise for a Veteran’s
Tribute Trail and amenities to make the Forest Street Greenway a place for Veteran’s
and their families to hold their traditional celebrations and a place for reflection. The
agreement had the Veteran’s Foundation to fundraise for a trail, gathering space,
monuments, lighting, paving a parking lot, and constructing a restroom, which would
cost approximately $2 million dollars.
Justification: The City’s policy on naming a park has three objectives. 1. Provide name
identification for individual parks, park areas or park facilities. 2. Provide criteria for
citizen input into the process of naming. 3. Ensure that the naming of parks, park areas,
and park facilities is controlled by the City Council through recommendation from the
Waterways and Parks Commission with advice from Parks staff. It is the Director’s
determination that the name being presented for change meets the standard of
qualifying names within the policy under the criteria listed in the policy. The
Commission will decide whether to reject or move the request on to the next phase of
the approval process. If moved to the next phase there will be a 60 day public input
period, after which time the Commission will act on each request made, and if approved
will recommend to the City Council for approval.
Proposed Location: Forest Street Special Area

Facilities Features: Green space, Trail, Gathering area, Community Garden, Pavilion,
restrooms, parking areas.
Storm Water: Drainage already exists
City of Eau Claire Park and Open Space Master Plan: Supported by Park and Open
Space Plan.
City Comprehensive Plan: Consistent with City Comprehensive Plan.
Financial:

All amenities are being fundraised per MOU.

LAWCON:

NA

Eau Claire Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department
Policies and Procedures

Objective Number: 7.4

Effective Date:
First draft
Approved by WPC 9/22/04
Second draft
Approved by WPC 1/25/06
Third draft
Approved by WPC 2/24/06

Subject: Park and Facility Naming Policy

Purpose: The purpose of the policy is to establish standard procedures and guidelines
for the naming of public parklands and facilities owned and/or operated by the City of
Eau Claire and under the jurisdiction of the Parks, Recreation & Forestry Department.

POLICY
The purpose of this policy is to provide a process for naming currently un-named
facilities or parks, new facilities or parks and changing names of currently named parks.
PROCEDURES
This policy may not be consistent with existing names of city areas and facilities. No
suggestion is made or intended that existing names be changed. This policy is a basis
for future decisions.
It may be appropriate in some cases to name subsections of parks to honor or pay
tribute. Naming will follow the following procedures.

AUTHORIZATION
The naming of sites shall be the function of the Waterways and Parks Commission.
Through the Commission, diversity, balance and creativity will be sought during adoption
of names.
All requests for the proposed naming of a facility must go through the Waterways and
Parks Commission, with only approved recommendations forwarded to the City Council
for final approval.

OBJECTIVES
a. Provide name identification for individual parks, park areas or park facilities.
b. Provide criteria for citizen input into the process of naming parks, park areas
or facilities.
c. Insure that the naming of parks, park areas, or park and recreation facilities is
controlled by the Eau Claire City Council through recommendations from the
Waterways and Parks Commission with advice from Parks, Recreation &
Forestry staff.
A. Process for currently un-names facilities or parks:
1. Working in cooperation with the Parks, Recreation & Forestry Department,
individuals, groups and organizations interested in proposing a name for an
existing un-named park area or facility must do so in writing. This proposal
shall be presented to the Director of Parks, Recreation & Forestry for
consideration. A written description of qualifications for the name being
considered must be submitted at this time. This should include location of the
facility, any outstanding features of the site, detailed biographical information
on an individual being recommended for a name and a narrative explaining
the justification of the naming of the facility.
2. Signs, Plaques and Markers: Individuals requesting naming of parks and
facilities are strongly encouraged to include in their initial naming request the
expectations for signage in the park or facility. The Director of Parks,
Recreation & Forestry, or designee, must approve any signs, plaques or
markers. They must be designed to blend with and complement the existing
Parks, Recreation & Forestry Department signs, plaques and markers. Cost
of signage will be negotiated with groups requesting names for city parks and
facilities.
3. The Parks, Recreation & Forestry Director will determine if the suggested
name is included in the list of qualifying names. Names submitted for
consideration should provide some form of individual identity in relation to
the following classifications. These classifications are listed in order of
priority:
Qualifying Names
A. Places and Features
a. Natural phenomenon
b. Recognizable area for neighborhood
c. Descriptive names
d. Horticultural
e. An outstanding feature of the facility

f.

B.

C.

D.

E.

Notes:

An adjoining neighborhood, subdivision, street, school or assumed
name.
Historic Events
a. Battles
b. Discoveries
c. Explorations
d. Community development
Organizations
a. Civic
b. Veterans
c. Fraternal
d. Other
People
a. Large donors
b. Historical groups
c. Local war heroes
d. National war heroes
e. State officials
f. Local officials
g. Local individuals
Great Ideas or Causes
a. Ecological
b. Friendship
c. Independence
d. Peace

a. An individual or organization that contributed significantly to the
acquisition or development of the facility to be named. This can
include either a deed or substantial monetary contribution, or
contribution toward acquisition and/or development of the park or
facility (typically not less than 50 percent of the value of the property
or improvements).
b. Outstanding accomplishments by an individual for the good of the
community. Quality of the contribution should be considered along
with the length of service by the individual – this to be fully
substantiated by the person or group making recommendation.
c. An individual who provided an exceptional service in the interest of
the park system as a whole. Typically, while serving in a public office,
public officials should not be considered as a candidate for naming.

4. The Waterways and Parks Commission will discuss the naming request to
verify the appropriateness and qualifying name requirement. At this initial

meeting the Waterways and Parks Commission will decide to reject the
request or move the request on to the next phase of the approval process.
5. The Waterways and Parks Commission will discuss the naming request and
all public comments received, again at a regular monthly meeting that occurs
after a full 60 days of public input has been available. The Waterways and
Parks Commission will act on each request made, and if approved, will
recommend to the City Council for approval. Only approvals of a proposed
name for a facility will be forwarded to the City Council.
B. Process for new facilities or parks:
1. A temporary name will be designated by Parks, Recreation & Forestry staff for
identification during acquisition and/or development of the park area or facility. In
cases where the newly acquired park or facility is a donation from a developer or part
of a housing development, the name assigned by the developer may be temporarily
used. There may be instances where the donation includes naming the park or
facility by a deed restriction, which must be honored upon acceptance of the
donation.
2. Signs, Plaques and Markers: Individuals requesting naming of parks and facilities are
strongly encouraged to include in their initial naming request the expectations for
signage in the park or facility. The Director of Parks, Recreation & Forestry, or
designee, must approve any signs, plaques or markers. They must be designed to
blend with and complement the existing Parks, Recreation & Forestry Department
signs, plaques and markers. Cost of signage will be negotiated with groups
requesting names for city parks and facilities.
3. The Parks, Recreation & Forestry Department will solicit suggested names from the
community by advertising such in the Leader-Telegram newspaper or in the Prime
Times Recreation Division brochure which is currently published twice annually.
Working in cooperation with the Parks, Recreation & Forestry Department,
individuals, groups and organizations interested in proposing a name for a new unnamed park area or facility must do so in writing. This policy will allow “Name the
Park” contests to be held through various means, provided prior approval of the
Waterways and Parks Commission.
4. The Parks, Recreation & Forestry Director will determine if the suggested name is
included in the list of qualifying names. Names submitted for consideration should
provide some form of individual identity in relation to the following classifications.
These classifications are listed in order of priority.
Qualifying Names
A. Places and Features
a. Natural phenomenon
b. Recognizable area or neighborhood
c. Descriptive names

d. Horticultural
e. An outstanding feature of the facility
f. An adjoining neighborhood, subdivision, street, school or assumed
name
B. Historic Events
a. Battles
b. Discoveries
c. Explorations
d. Community development
C. Organizations
a. Civic
b. Veterans
c. Fraternal
d. Other
D. People
a. Large donors
b. Historical groups
c. Local war heroes
d. National war heroes
e. State officials
f. Local officials
g. Local individuals
E. Great ideas or causes
a. Ecological
b. Friendship
c. Independence
d. Peace
Notes:

a. An individual or organization that contributed significantly to the acquisition or
development of the facility to be named. This can include either a deed or
substantial monetary contribution, or contribution toward acquisition and/or
development of the park or facility (typically not less than 50 percent of the
value of the property or improvements).
b. Outstanding accomplishments by an individual for the good of the community.
Quality of the contribution should be considered along with the length of
service by the individual – this to be fully substantiated by the person or
group making recommendation.
c. An individual who provided an exceptional service in the interest of the park
system as a whole. Typically, while serving in a public office, public officials
should not be considered as a candidate for naming.

5. The Waterways and Parks Commission will discuss the naming request to verify the
appropriateness and the qualifying name requirement. At this initial meeting the
Waterways and Parks Commission will decide to reject the request or move the request
on to the next phase of the approval process.
6. The Waterways and Parks Commission will discuss the naming request and all public
comments received, again at a regular monthly meeting that occurs after a full 60 days
of public input has been available. The Waterways and Parks Commission will act on
each request made, and if approved, will recommend to the City Council for approval.
Only approvals of a proposed name for a facility will be forwarded to the City Council.
C. Changing Names of Parks or Facilities
1.

2.

3.

The renaming of parks and facilities will be strongly discouraged. Critical
examination will be conducted to insure that renaming the park will not
diminish the original justification for the name or the prior contributors.
Renaming will follow the same procedures as naming the park, but must
also be accompanied by a petition from the park or facility users as well as
the residents in the surrounding the area. The party making the request
shall follow the process used in existing un-named facilities.
Only parks and facilities named for geographic location, outstanding feature
or subdivision should be considered for renaming. Parks that have been
named by deed restriction shall not be considered for renaming.
Parks and facilities named after individuals shall never be changed unless it
is found that because of the individual’s character the continued use of their
name would not be in the best interest of the community.

ADOPT-A-PARK CONSIDERATIONS
A group may ask to adopt a park or recreation facility for improvements or maintenance
purposes, and in return the park or facility could be named after that group. A written
agreement should be signed specifically detailing the future responsibilities of the group
adopting the park or facility and any agreement and name change must first be approved by the
City Council.

April 2019 Special Events
Event

Date

Location

Here We Grow Again Sale

4/2

Hobbs Akervik

Good Souls 5K Run/Walk

4/6

City Trails

Jeanne Richie Memorial Puddle Jump

4/13

Phoenix/Boyd

Healthy Kids Running Series

4/13

Pinehurst

Run With the Cops

4/18

City Trails

Chippewa Valley Easter Egg Hunt

4/20

Carson Pine

52nd Street Jazz Festival

4/26

Downtown

Make a Wish 5K Run/Walk

4/27

City Trails

Amazing Eau Claire Cleanup

4/27

Boyd Park

CITY OF EAU CLAIRE COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT
PARKS, RECREATION AND FORESTRY
March 2019 Monthly Report
Parks Division
It looks like the grip of winter is releasing its hold on the Chippewa Valley, and
now we are shifting our attention to get our park facilities ready for this summer
rental season. Our efforts will be cleaning our facilities after this long winter, and
getting our water back on to our restrooms. As with past years we are expecting
a high turn out to our Community, Neighborhood and Urban Parks in the City.
Forestry Division
Forestry will be directing their efforts on the EAB mitigation.
Recreation Division
Review Hobb’s Report for 2018.
Review Fairfax Pool report for 2018.
Prime Times
The 2019 Spring and Summer edition is now available
online at www.eauclairewi.gov/primetimes
Special Events
The Special Events Committee continues to work with all the groups that conduct
events within city parks and meets monthly. The group will also review alcohol
license applications.

