Potential Implications of Legalization
of Marijuana in Wisconsin

From January to July 2018, Colorado collected over $153 million in taxes, licenses and
fee revenue from marijuana. This does not account for the added costs of enforcement
and inspection. 1

Potential Tax Revenue

oo S Legalization could remove barriers to scientific research, which would help
Better Scientific Research . o . -
expand what is known about the positive and negative effects of marijuana.
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Effects on pregnant and There is substantial evidence that smoking marijuana during pregnancy contributes to
breastfeeding women and babies alower birth weight baby.2 Much is still unknown about impacts on breastfeeding. A
recent study found that THC can be detected in breast milk 6 days after use.3

2, Marijuana possession arrests were 54% of all drug arrests in 2017 in Wisconsin. 4
() Potential for Fewer Drug Arrests According to the ACLU, marijuana possession arrest rate for Black adults in the state is
nearly six times higher than the arrest rate for White adults, while use rates are nearly
the same. 5
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A Marijuana Potency Danger Potency of concentrated extract products has increased in Colorado after
legalization.6 Concentrated extract is used in products like edibles and vape pens.

marijuana use later.2 According to the 2017 YRBS, 30% of Wisconsin High School students
have ever used marijuana, and 16% currently use it. 7

Starting using marijuana at an earlier age is a risk factor for the development of problem
Youth Impact

|/\/ Potential for Job Creation Areport from New Frontier Data found that full legalization in all 50 states
could add up to 1 million jobs by 2025.

L Worsens Respiratorv Health There is substantial evidence that smoking marijuana is associated with worse
m P ry respiratory symptoms.2 In Wisconsin, asthma affects 12% of adults and 11% of children?

— . There is conclusive or substantial evidence that cannabis is effective:
[’ | Symptom Relief * For chronic pain treatment in adults 2
= e Inrelieving chemotherapy-induced nausea and vomiting2

¢ Inimproving patient-reported Multiple Sclerosis spasticity symptoms 2

&&) ecidental Polsonines In Colorado, calls to their Poison Control Center related to marijuana exposure have
.’V* g increased 139% in the four years after legalization.® Put into perspective, Wisconsin
residents made 36,40 calls to the Poison Control Center in 201710

m e inDruered Drivin Using marijuana and driving puts one at an increased risk for motor vehicle crashes.2In
oo g8 g Colorado, marijuana related traffic deaths increased 66% in the four years since

legalization. All traffic deaths have increased 16%.6

[% Key Resources for More Information What You Need to Know About Marijuana Use and Pregnancy from CDC
What You Need to Know About Marijuana Use and Driving from CDC

Marijuana: How Can It Affect Your Health? from CDC
The Drug War, Mass Incarceration, and Race from Drug Policy Alliance

King County, Washington Priorities Regarding Marijuana Legalization

The Current State of Evidence and Recommendations for Research from National
Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine (2)

Impacts of Legalization on Colorado from Rocky Mountain High Intensity Drug
Trafficking Area (6)
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