Eau Claire City-County Health Department
COVID-19 Situation Report #62
Friday October 23, 2020

COVID-19 State and Local Case Summary

Data as reported to DHS by 9:00 PM on 10/20/2020

*unless otherwise noted, change calculated from previous week (may include jurisdiction corrections)

County/ Total Change from | Change from 14 Day Cumulative Cases per Deaths
State Cases Previous Day | Previous Week Positivity Rate” 100k People
. +47 +312 10.0% 2,704.8 12
SetjeRns 2,783 (+1.7%) (+12.6%) (+1.3) (+303.3) (+3)
+6 +34 9.1% 1,621.1 3
Buffalo 219 (+2.8%) (+18.4%) (+2.6) (+251.6) (+1)
. +85 +328 11.3% 1,891.9 7
Cifprpee Rz (+7.5%) (+37.0%) (+2.6) (+510.7) (+6)
+29 +136 13.4% 2,055.2 13
Clark 714 (+4.2%) (+23.5%) (+1.7) (+391.5) (+4)
Dunn 900 +16 +109 8.4% 2,010.0 1
(+1.8%) (+13.8%) (+0.7) (+243.5) (-)
Jackson 309 +10 +84 8.8% 1,496.8 1
(+3.3%) (+37.3%) (+1.7) (+406.9) (-)
Pebin 102 +9 +21 8.1% 1,387.9 0
P (9.7%) (+25.9%) (+3.0) (+285.7) (-)
Trempealeau 910 +14 +94 8.9% 3,102.4 2
P (+1.6%) (+11.5%) (+1.8) (+320.5) (-)
. . +4,205 +24,109 11.6% 3,160.1 1,681
Pl ikl (+2.36%) (+15.2%) (+1.4) (+417.0) (+145/+9.44%)
This rate is calculated ‘by test’. This means that if one person is tested multiple times, each of those tests are counted in the denominator
of total tests.
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https://coronavirus-and-covid-19-information-hub-eccounty.hub.arcgis.com/pages/local-statistics
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Eau Claire County Weekly Metrics Summary
(Unless otherwise noted, metrics were calculated using data reported by WI DHS during 14-days ending 10/20/2020 and
compared to the 14-days ending on 10/13/2020)

Good Proceed with Caution . Metric is Concerning —— Status Not Classified ./ Metric Improved {,/1 Metric Declined
Metric Description Value Change Metric Status

Percent Positive Tests (New Calculation by WI DHS) 10.0% ™13

Change in New (;asgs (within Iast'14.day5) 572 Total 220% .

512 Total: 312 in final 7 days/260 in first 7 days (312/260)

Case Activity Level (State Calculated) Very High No Change —
New Outbreaks 16 N5 .
Community Spread 43% ™ .
COVID-Like Illness Activity Level (State Measure) High » —
Tests Conducted (# of tests/100k people/day) 399 54 —
Health Care Worker Testing Discontinued -—-- -
Crisis Care Patient Treatment Discontinued - -
Case Contact Timeliness (in 24 hrs.) 69% 13 .
Contact Tracing (in 48 hrs.) 60% in 48 hrs. 2 .

COVID-19 Activity Level by County and Region and Northwest WI Hospitalization Data

Wery high
High
Medium

Source: Wisconsin Department of Health Services COVID-19 Activity Page

Data and Metric Narrative

The local data and metrics generally depict a worsening situation in Eau Claire County. The positivity rate during
the most recent 14-day period increased to 10.0%, which is the highest value calculated since late-September.
Additionally, for the second consecutive week, there was a significant uptick in the number of cases. The number
of cases over the most recent 7-days rose to 312 which is 20% higher than the 260 confirmed in the week prior
and 48% higher than the 211 confirmed in the 7-days prior to that. The cumulative total over the past 14-days
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(572) was the third highest amount confirmed in any 14-day period to date. Cases continue to be confirmed at a
very high rate (40.9 per day over past 14-days). The continued goal is for this rate to be closer to 10 cases per day,
as rates exceeding that amount have resulted in a compromised public health response. Unfortunately, the first
couple of days of data from next week’s reporting period suggests that the increasing trajectory in cases is likely
to continue.

The number of tests being performed rose this week, nearly matching the previous high. The only other metric
that showed any improvement was the timeliness of reaching close contacts of cases, and that increase was
negligible. Notably, the State has discontinued the use of 2 of the measures that have been utilized to monitor
hospital capacity, which included measures aimed at evaluating availability of testing for health care workers and
ability to treat patients without crisis care. These 2 metrics are expected to be replaced with measures of similar
intent soon based on a change to available hospitalization data. All other metrics worsened this week, with several
being similar or worse than the previous low (e.g. case contact timeliness, community spread, new outbreaks).

The current case rate in Eau Claire County continues to correlate with a rating of “Very High” for activity level,
while the trajectory in activity over the past week shows “No significant Change” for the second straight week. As
mentioned previously, the early data for next week’s reporting period has continued the increase in cases that
began earlier this week. Therefore, barring a significant drop in cases in the next several days, it appears likely
that the trajectory will be classified as “Rising” next week. Additional information about COVID-19 activity by
county and region can be viewed at the newly updated DHS Activity Level webpage, including data illustrations

that are also shown on the bottom of page 2 of this report.

Statewide and locally, hospitalizations from COVID-19 continue to climb. The number of hospitalized patients in
Wisconsin continues to reach a new all-time high nearly every day and is now well over twice as high as the peak
number reached last spring. All regions have set their all-time high in COVID-19 patients during the month of
October with all but 1 (Western WI) setting an all-time high in the past week. Like hospitalizations, the number of
deaths continues to increase, including locally, as 14 more deaths were attributed to COVID-19 in Eau Claire and
surrounding counties in the past week. To put this further into context, over the past 3 weeks, 20 deaths have
occurred across the 8 county area (those listed in the table above), which is 1 more than during the first 6+ months
of the pandemic in that same area. At the state level, the average number of COVID-19 deaths occurring per day
continues to rise. Over the past 14-days, an average of nearly 20 deaths per day have been attributed to COVID-
19 in Wisconsin. More than 25% of Wisconsin’s total COVID-19 deaths have occurred in the past 30 days.

The sustained increase in the trajectory of cases, hospitalizations, and deaths prompts significant concern for the
weeks ahead. The Health Department continues to implore the community to follow the measures that we know
work to slow the spread of disease — keeping social circles small, staying home when sick, maintaining physical
distance of 6 feet, washing hands frequently, and wearing cloth face coverings whenever in public or around
people not from your household. This is now more important than it has ever been. It also remains critical that
people who have tested positive or have been notified that they are close contact answer the phone from public
health staff to talk through the need to isolate or quarantine. Isolation and quarantine is difficult but necessary.
Slowing the spread of disease is critical for keeping businesses, schools, and all other shared priorities open and
thriving.
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Additional Metrics: WI Activity Level by County/Region EC County Metrics - Summary
WI Hospital Capabilities EC County Metrics - Detailed
WI Facility-Level Investigations EC County Exposures & Investigations

Eau Claire County COVID-19 Prevention and Control Community Expectations

The Eau Claire County COVID-19 Prevention and Control Community Expectations remain as issued on
10/16/2020. No changes were made to these expectations since the last Situation Report was finalized.

Additional Information: Current Expectations UWEC Dashboard

Other Eau Claire County Incident Command Updates

*Remains unchanged since last report

Court Developments Concerning Statewide Orders

On October 19*", a Barron County Circuit Judge overruled an injunction that had been issued last week by a Sawyer
County Circuit Judge, granting a temporary restraining order that had blocked enforcement of Emergency Order

#3. This new decision reinstates enforcement ability under the statewide order, which places limits on many
indoor public gatherings in Wisconsin to no more than 25 percent of a room or building’s total occupancy through
Friday, November 6™. Following this decision, an appeal was filed to the Wisconsin state appeals court by The Mix
Up Bar in Amery, WI along with Pro-Life Wisconsin, requesting that the ruling be overturned. The filing parties
requested a decision by Friday October 23,

Additional developments regarding these and other applicable orders will be provided as they are available.

Upcoming Influenza Vaccination Clinics

Planning is underway to conduct multiple drive-thru influenza vaccination clinics this fall. There is currently an
event slated to occur at the August Community and Senior Center (616 W. Washington St. in Augusta) from 10:00
am —3:00 pm on Saturday October 24, 2020 and another scheduled for the soccer park parking lot near the YMCA
Indoor Sports Center (3456 Craig Rd) from 10:00 am — 3:00 pm on Saturday November 7, 2020. The Health
Department encourages residents to obtain influenza vaccinations through their health care providers as a limited
supply of vaccines will be available at these mass vaccination community events. The Augusta clinic is intended to
provide an alternate option for youth (ages 6 months — 18 years) to be vaccinated. Subsequent clinics may be
expanded to other populations. Influenza vaccinations are especially important this year both to reduce the typical
number of influenza hospitalizations and to reduce individuals’ risk of co-infection with influenza and COVID-19,
which is likely to increase risk for severe illness. As hospitals are already experiencing unprecedented numbers of
hospitalizations due to COVID-19, keeping the numbers of non-COVID-19 hospitalizations low would be helpful in
enhancing hospital capacity. Vaccines will be administered until they are no longer available. Additional
information about these events can be found here. These vaccination drive--thru clinics will provide an
opportunity to determine if this strategy will be helpful in the future for community vaccination for COVID-19.
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/local.htm
https://www.eauclairewi.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=32603
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/hosp-data.htm
https://www.eauclairewi.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=32627
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/investigations.htm
https://coronavirus-and-covid-19-information-hub-eccounty.hub.arcgis.com/pages/exposures
https://www.eauclairewi.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=32605
https://www.uwec.edu/coronavirus-updates/dashboard/
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2020/10/06/file_attachments/1564232/EmO03-LimitingPublicGatherings.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2020/10/06/file_attachments/1564232/EmO03-LimitingPublicGatherings.pdf
https://www.eauclairewi.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=33736

Eau Claire City-County Health Department
COVID-19 Situation Report #62
Friday October 23, 2020

Multiple Community Testing Sites Now Operating in Eau Claire County

There are now 2 Community Testing Sites established in Eau Claire County. Drive-thru testing at both sites is being
offered free of charge and with support from the Wisconsin National Guard (WING) to supplement existing clinical
testing options in and around Eau Claire County.

The first of these sites is a regional site located at 6697 US Hwy 12 West in Eau Claire near the intersection of the
North Crossing and 194 on the west side of the county. This site is operating from 11:00 am to 7:00 pm on Mondays
and Fridays and from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm on Saturdays through December 7. Registration prior to arrival and on
the day of the test is requested and can be completed here. Additional details on this site can be viewed here.

The second site is located at the Augusta Senior & Community Center at 616 W. Washington St. in Augusta and is
operating from 2:00 to 7:00 pm on Wednesdays through December 9%, Registration prior to arrival and on the
day of the test is requested and can be completed here. Additional details on this site can be viewed here.

More details about these and other testing options are available at the Symptoms and Testing page of the Eau
Claire COVID-19 Information Hub.

COVID-19 Potential Community Exposures and Public Health Investigations

As a reminder, Eau Claire City-County Health Department alerts the public of potential COVID-19 exposure at local

establishments whenever a positive individual is known to have visited a location and have been in prolonged
close contact with persons that they are unable to identify. There were no new public notifications issued in the
past week. Any future public notifications will be posted on the above web page along with a weekly summary of
the active and total Public Health Investigations in Eau Claire County related to COVID-19. Please note that due to
the high volume of cases, our disease investigators remain limited in their ability to thoroughly interview cases
and identify and contact their close contacts. As a result of the modified public health practices, potential
community exposures are less likely to be revealed during case follow-up. At the current rate of community
spread, anyone who is engaging in activities requiring close contact with other individuals that they do not know
should assume that these activities come with an elevated risk of exposure. A

*Guidance for Halloween Activities

Traditional trick-or-treating activities and Halloween parties present increased risk for COVID-19 transmission.
However, there are precautions that can be taken to reduce risk of community spread of COVID-19 during holiday
activities. Local Health Department guidance can be found here, with additional recommendations available
through CDC, WI DHS, and Harvard Global Health Institute (HGHI). We hope people find ways to enjoy Halloween

in safe, healthy, and fun ways.

*COVID-19 Call Center

The number for the COVID call center is (715) 831-7425 with hours 8:30am — 4:30pm Monday through Friday.
Callers may leave a message and a return phone call will occur within the same business day.

*Current Duration of Operational Period

1 week (7 Days) - Friday 9:00 am — Friday 8:59 am
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https://register.covidconnect.wi.gov/
https://www.eauclairewi.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=33574
https://register.covidconnect.wi.gov/
https://www.eauclairewi.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=33656
https://coronavirus-and-covid-19-information-hub-eccounty.hub.arcgis.com/pages/symptoms-and-testing
https://coronavirus-and-covid-19-information-hub-eccounty.hub.arcgis.com/pages/exposures
https://www.eauclairewi.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=33556
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/injury-prevention/halloween.htm
https://www.halloween2020.org/
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*Current Organizational Structure
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*Current Incident Objectives

Objective #1: Contain and mitigate community spread of COVID-19
Objective #2: Coordinate strategies to facilitate a safe and effective social and economic reopening and recovery

Objective #3: Provide relevant, accurate information and resources to the general public, specialty populations,
and key partners

Objective #4: Facilitate and support the Development and implementation of community-wide health care surge
and response plans and actions in coordination with local health care providers and state and federal agencies

Objective #5: Sustain and adapt operation of the Emergency Operations Center and incident command elements

*Reminder to Sign up for Situation Report e-notifications:

If you would like to receive direct notification whenever new reports are added, please sign up for an automated
email notification at: https://www.eauclairewi.gov/our-city/sign-up-for-e-notifications. To successfully register

for these updates, you must provide your name and email address and subscribe to “COVID-19 Situation Report.”

Other Pertinent Links and Resources
* Remains unchanged since last report

«» CDC Updates Definition of Close Contact
o Note: CDC's update does not change recommendations for Wisconsin. Public health guidance in

Wisconsin has included "single encounter of more than 15 minutes OR multiple encounters with a
single day adding up to more than 15 minutes" in the definition of close contact for several months.

o CDC’s definition of a close contact shifts from someone who spent at least 15 minutes within 6 feet
of a confirmed case to someone who was within 6 feet of an infected person for a total of 15
minutes or more over a 24-hour period.

o MMWR Early Release: COVID-19 in a Correctional Facility Employee Following Multiple Brief
Exposures to Persons with COVID-19--Vermont, July-August, 2020

o CDC has updated guidance and resources as a result.

% Gov. Evers, DHS Report Highest Single-Day COVID-19 Death Count, First Patient Admitted to Alternate Care
Facility at Wisconsin State Fair Park

o Patient counts at the Wisconsin State Fair Park will be updated daily by 2 PM

+* New Data Dashboard Displays Health Impact of COVID-19 by Race and Ethnicity

«» Supporting refugees in lowering their risk of getting COVID-19: CDC has created a booklet that refugees can

receive in their native language before arriving in the country. The booklet explains how to stay healthy
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

«» Springboard to Active Schools has several resources for schools on safe physical activity. This includes

considerations for classroom physical activity during COVID-19 and classroom physical activity ideas and tips.

%+ Tellyourcontacts.org is a free service that individuals who test positive for COVID-19 can use to anonymously

tell their contacts they may have been exposed. Our disease investigators are encouraging people with
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COVID-19 to use this service to contact their close contacts. If you receive an anonymous test message that
you are a close contact and have questions, please call our COVID-19 call center.

Gov. Evers Announces Additional Tax Relief for Wisconsin Taxpayers

Additional Unemployment Wages for Members Affected by COVID-19

Celebrating Halloween Safely: 1-pager now available in Spanish

New and Updated from CDC:

o MMWR Early Release: Excess Deaths Associated with COVID-19, by Age and Race and Ethnicity--
United States, January 26-October 3, 2020

o MMWR Early Release: Risk for In-Hospital Complications Associated with COVID-19 and Influenza--
Veterans Health Administration, United States, October 1, 2018-May 31, 2020

o COVID-19 Case Investigation and Contact Tracing in Non-Healthcare Workplaces: How Employers
Can Assist Health Departments
COVID-19 Science Update: October 16, 2020
COVIDView: A Weekly Surveillance Summary of US COVID-19 Activity (October 10, 2020)
Interim Guidance for Implementing Home Care of People Not Requiring Hospitalization for COVID-
19

o MMWR: Race, Ethnicity, and Age Trends in Persons Who Died from COVID-19--United States, May-
August 2020

o MMWR: Demographic Characteristics, Experiences, and Beliefs Associated with Hand Hygiene
Among Adults During the COVID-19 Pandemic--US, June 24-30, 2020

o Considerations for Monitoring and Evaluation of Mitigation Strategies Implemented in Institutions of

Higher Education

Gov. Evers Provides Update on Investments Made in Public Health, Emergency Response, and Economic

Stabilization

Updated: Public Gatherings Limit FAQ has been updated with information about indoor spaces that are
exempt from the order.
o Grocery stores have now been added as an exempt indoor space under “public infrastructure”.

In Case You Missed It: Recent GovD Bulletins and Other Resources from DHS
o COVID-19 Testing Update
COVID-19 Vaccination Program: Pharmacy Partnership for Long-term Care Program

SeniorCare Waiver Will Be Amended to Include Coverage for Vaccines

Next Steps: Notifying Close Contacts of Their Exposure

COVID-19 Next Steps: College Students

How to Avoid Exposure When Living with Someone Diagnosed with COVID-19 (available in English,
Hmong, Spanish)

Resources for Assistance in Wisconsin (available in English, Hmong, Spanish)

Flu Vaccine during the COVID-19 Pandemic

Mitigation Strategies for Wisconsin Communities
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% Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children (MIS-C) Information for Providers

+* CDC: Wear Face Masks on Public Transportation Conveyances and at Transportation Hubs

% Updated: Alternate Care Facility webpage, patient numbers will be updated daily at 2 PM

«» ASTHO's suite of COVID-19 resources

< HAN #18: Updated Recommendations from the US COVID-19 Treatment Guidelines Panel

% Weather, Football and Politics: Wisconsin Lt. Gov. Barnes on Spike in COVID-19 Cases

Additional Links and Resources:

EC County COVID-19 Information Hub Eau Claire Chamber of Commerce COVID-19 Website
Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation (WEDC) Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) Guidance
Wisconsin Department of Health Service (WI DHS) COVID-19 website Health Care Providers webpage
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) COVID-19 website = CDC Health Alert Network (HAN)

Next Scheduled Situation Report Date: Friday October 30*", 2020
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/index.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/providers.htm
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